
VACANCY NOTICE: Director of the European Union Institute for Security Studies
Candidates from the Member States 

The European Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS)1 contributes to the development of strategic 
thinking in the field of the external action of the European Union (EU), in particular on the Common Foreign 
and Security Policy (CFSP) and the Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP), including conflict 
prevention and peace building. The EUISS produces in-depth analysis and forward thinking, engages in 
horizon scanning and identifies emerging themes and trends. Under the political supervision of the Political 
and Security Committee (PSC) and the operational direction of the High Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (High Representative), the EUISS performs its missions and tasks in 
intellectual independence and operational autonomy. It shall closely cooperate with the European External 
Action Service, the EU Member States and, as necessary, with other EU Institutions, agencies and bodies.

The Director is responsible for the management of all the staff of the EUISS (currently 25)2 and of its 
financial resources (2022: approx. EUR 5,4 millions).

The EUISS is based in Paris (France) and has a liaison office in Brussels (Belgium).

SELECTION CRITERIA

Candidates shall have a recognised long-standing expertise and experience in foreign relations, security 
policy and diplomacy, and related research. This entails in particular: 

a solid track record of policy formulation, research, communication and implementation in that area; 

a sound knowledge and understanding of EU policies and decision-making processes;

managerial skills and being a team-builder.

Experience of leading a think tank would be considered as an asset.

The function implies to be able to work in English and French. Knowledge of other EU languages would also 
be considered as an asset.

SELECTION PROCEDURE

The new Director of the EUISS will be appointed by the Board of the Institute from candidates proposed by 
the Member States, based on a recommendation by the High Representative.

Member States are kindly asked to submit the names of potential candidates by 15 June.

The new Director should be able to take up his/her duties on 16 January 2023.

                                                          
1 Council Decision 2014/75/CFSP of 10 February 2014 on the European Union Institute for Security Studies (OJ 41, 
12.2.2014, p. 13).

2 See Council Decision (CFSP) 2016/1182 of 18 July 2016 concerning the Staff Regulations of the European Union 
Institute for Security Studies (OJ L 195, 20.7.2016, p. 31).


