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Note by the  Economic Service 

Lttachcd f o r  the  informtion o f  t h e  Sub-Comrilittse i s  
an unoff ic ia l   t rans la t ion  o î  the charter of the Council f o r  
Mutual Economic Assistance (COiECON).  The Charter nas signed 
i n  Sofia  in Deceniber, 1959 by representatives o f  member 
govcrnimnts o f  the  Council  (Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, 
East Germany, Poland, Kungrry ,  Rmxania and t h e  USSR), The 
Charter took e f f e c t  on April 13th, 1960, a f t e r  i t  had been 
formally r a t i f i e d  by the merilber governments. The document was 
f i r s t  published in   Izvcs t ia   (Sof ia )  on February 23rd, 1960. 
It appeared i n  English i n  the Au-Lust, 1960 issue of "East Europet1. 
A French tex% will BC circulated as smn  as  i t  has been 
ob ta  ined, 

l 

O'TtB/NA'I! O, 
Paris, XVIe. 
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APTICLIi: - L 

A i m s  and Principles  

1. The Council f o r  Mutual Economic Assistance a i m  t o  a s s i s t ,  
through  the  unification and co-ordination of the e f f o r t s  o f  the 
member countries o f  the Council, i n  the planned development of  the 
national economies, i n  the  speeding up of cconcmic and technical 
progress in  these  coun-bries, i n  raising  the l e v e l  of' industrial-  
i s a t ion  of  the countries with less develo-ped industry,   in  tlls 
constant  incmase o f  l z b o w  productivity, a3d in  fur ' ihcrirg the 
welfare of the member peoples o f  CEMA. 

2. The Council f o r  Plutual Economic Assis-i;ante. is  based on 
the  principle o f  soycreign  cquality o f  all mcmber countries o f  
CZ?U&* 

The ecofiornic and scientific  technical  co-operation of  the 
lizexiier co-mtrios of CEN!. i s  based o n  the  principles o f  equal rights, 
respect f o r  na t iona l   in tc ivs t s ,  mutual  advantage  an<  colqmdely 
mutual a i d  

G T I C L E  II 

3. Any ïiîexbeF country m y  lea.vc the  Council a f t e r  inf'orming 
the  custodian of  this Charter ( t h o  USSR). Such notice will take 
e f fec t  si:: nontlm after  being  rcceivcd  by the custodia, Upon 
receiving such notice,  thc custo6.ian will inform the neriber 
countries of the Council. 

( a )  t o  carry ou t  -the rccomendati ons adogted by them; 
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(b) t o  render t o  the  Council an?- i t s  erqloyces the  necessary 
ass i s tance   in   i ?u l f i l l ing  the func-bions s e t  f o r t h  i n  ‘f 

this Charter; 

( c )  t o  make avai lable  t o  the  Council all material and 
inf‘ormtion  necessary f o r  ‘clne rea l i sa t ion  of -the 
tasks  en.trusted t o  CE1,Ui; 

( d )  t o  i n f o r m  the  Council 2s t o  tnc PclLfillinent of the 
rccoï?mcndations  adoptod by the  Council, 

LRTICLE “ III 

Functions and rights 

1. I n  collroIaiizity with the aims and pr incigles  sct f o r t h  i n  
l i r t i c l c  I o f  this Charter,  the  Council f o r  Mutual Economic 
Assistance: 

(a)  organizes: 

thorough cconcmic 2nd scientific  tcchnical  co-operation among the 
member countrios of  the  Couacil f o r  the n o s t  r a t iona l   u t i l i s a t ion  
of tneir   nztural   resources  and f o r  the speeding up of t h e i r  
economic developnent; 

preparation of recommendations on thc most  i qo r t an t   ques t ions  
of ccononic  rclations  result ing from the  plans f o r  dcvelo2ing  the 
national  econoaies o f  the member countries of  the  Council, with a 
v i m  t o  co-ordinating  these plans; 

the  study of econoaic  problem which a re  o f  concern to the meriber 
countries of‘ the. Council; 

(b) assists the iilerifkr countrics O€ t h e  Council i n  developing 
ancl Lxplencntir& joint pl’o j c c t s   i n  the r i e l d  of:  

industry ancl agr icul ture  of the nenber countries of  t h e  Council, 
on the basis  o f  a cons is ten t   rea l i sa t ion  o f  the  international 
Soc ia l i s t   d iv is ion  o f  labour and %he special isat ion and co- 
operation of  production; 

t ransportat ion,  f o r  insv-ring, f irst  o f  a l l ,  the  growing  transport- 
a t i o n  o f  export-import and t r ans i t   F re igh t  o f  thc i X X i b C r  countries 
of thc  Council; 

the most e f f i c i e n t   u t i l i s a t i o n  of capi-bal  investment made by the 
member countries of the Council  i n  projects  t o  be carried  out on 
the bas i s  of jo in t   sa r t ic ipa t ion ;  
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the  derelopnent of  in ternat ional  trade aild exchange of  experience 
among the ;;ienber countries o f  the  Council and with other  coun'cries; 

the exchange of scientific  technical  achievenents and of  
advanced production  experience; 

(c)  undertakes  other  actions  necessary f o r  the  achievemert 
of the aims of the Council, 

2, The Council f o r  ldutual Zconomic Assistance,  through 
i t s  organs act ing  wit l in   the bounds o f  t h e i r  competence, 
i s  authorised t o  accept rccommxemiations and decisions  according 
t o  t h i s  Clla%ter, 

ARTICLE I V  

Recorm-ilencations and Decisions 

1. Recoamendations are  aciopted on questiom o f  econoinic 
and sc ien t i f ic   t echnica l  Co-operztion. The recoi-menclations 
are  reported f o r  study t o  the ;ilelnber countries of  the  Council, 

The implementatlon of recoiirinenCations adop-Led by the 
newaer countries o f  the  Council is carried  out  according t o  the 
6ecisions of the Govermxents o r  the compe,tent orgnns of those 
counQries  in  accorcance with t h e i r  laws, 

2. Decisions  are  adopted on organizational and procedural 
questions. The decisions  take  effect ,  if nothing t o  the 
contrary i s  provided in  thea, from the  day  the p r o t o c o l  of the 
session of the corresponding  organ o f  the  Council i s  signed, 

3. A l l  recolmendations and dec is ions   in  the Council  are 
adopted olrly with the  consent of' the mel5ber countries  concerned, 
2nd each  country is  enti-bled t o  s t a t e  i t s  posi t ion on any 
quest ion  s tudied  in   the Council. 

The recoïmendations and decisions do not  concern  countries 
which  have abstainedl on a question. ïlowever, each o f  these 
coun'cries inay subsequently  join  the  other member countries of 
t l e  Council which have adopted  the  recoizïlendations and decisions, 

ARTICLE V 

- Organs 

1, To real ise   the  funct ions and r igh ts   descr ibed   in  
Ar t ic le  III of this Charter, '&e Couixil- f o r  Mutual scononic 7 

Assistance has the following  organs: 

- 
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Session of 'the Council; 

Coderence of  Representatives of' the Countries 
i n   t h e  Council; 

Permanent Commissions; 

Secretar ia t ,  

2. Other  organs9 as they  prove  necessary, m y  be 
ostablished according t o  the  Charter, 

_I ARTICLE V I  

Session o f  the  Council 

1, The Session OP .the  Council i s  the supreme organ of 
the  Council for Plutual Economic Assistance, The Session  has 
the r igh t  t o  study all questions  within the compe-bence of the 
Council, and t o  adopt  recofimbndations anG decisions  according 
t o  this Charter. 

2. The Session of the Council is coinFoscd of the  delegations 
of all nem'betr countries of t h e  Council, The composition of the 
delegation of each coun-Lry i s  defined by the government of the 
c o F t r y  concerned. 

30 The regular Sessions o f  the Courscil a r e  convened twice a 
year i n  the capi ta l s  of  the nmber countries of the  Council, 
under the chairmanship of the head of the  delegation o f  the 
country i n  which the  Session  takes  place, 

4. Ar_ extraordinary  Session of the  Coumil may be convened 
on the requcst of  not  less  than  one-third of the nimber countries 
of thz Council. 

5. The Session o f  the Council: 
( a)  studies : 

proposals o n  econoinic and sc ien t i f ic   t echnica l  
presented by the rr?,eiiiber countrios of the Counc 
Conferoncc or" ReDrcsentatives of  the Countries 

the reBort of  t h e  Secrctar ia t  o f  the Council on  the  act ivi ty  
of the  Council; 
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(b) defines  the  course o f  act ion of the  othcr  organs of 
the  Council and the basic  questions on the agonda of the 
Tor-bhcorning Session of the  Council; 

( c )  performs othcr  functions  necessary t o  achieve  the 
a i m  o f  the C ourlcil, 

6. The Session o f  the  Council i s  en t i t l ed  t o  es tab l i sh  
thosc organs which i t  considers  necessary f o r  the fulf i l lment  
of the functions  efitrusted t o  the Council. 

ARTICLE " .VI1 

Y Conterence of  the  Rcpreaentatj-ves o f  
". CEMA CounfUries" . .- 

The rcpreilentative of each CENA countyy has a deputy 
i n  the s t a f f  of the Secretar ia t ,  %he necessary  advisers, and 
other s-barf. The deputy i s  authorised t o  perform the  functions 
03 representative ir, the  Conference. 

2, The Conference  has  scssions whem.vcr necessa2y. 

3. Tho Coni'ercnce has the right,  within  the  area o f  i t s  
coïapetence, t o  ad.opt recolmendations and tlecisions i n  
corxforidity with the  Charter. 

Tho Confcrc~ce may a l s o  in'croducc  proposals f o r  study 
i n  the Council  Session. 

4. The Codcrcnce: 

(a )   s tud ies  t h e  proyosals of meElber countries of the 
Council, of  the Perinanent  Comrdssions and of the Council 
Sccretar ia t ,  on the implementation of  rccoiimendations and 
decisions  adopted by the  Scssion o f  the  Council, a s  we11 as 
on matters of economic and sciect i f ic   teclmical  Co-opcration 
which must be  solved in  the  period between  the  Council Sessions; 

(b)  s t u d i e s   i n  advance, if need be, tho proposals  of t h e  
nember coun-tries of the  Council,  those of the Permanent 
Comxissions and those of the  Council  Secretariat, which proposals 
arc placcd on thc agenda f o r  the  forthcoming  session of the 
council; 
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( c )  co-ordimtcs the  vork 
s tudios  t h c i r  rcports  on t h c i r  
futurc   nct ivi ty;  

(d) approvcs : 
thc number ailr'? s a l a r i c s  of thc 

of the  Permnent Commissions; 
complctcd work and on t h c i r  

cq loyccs ,  and thc budget of thc 
Counci l  S c c r c t m i a t ,   a s  ml1 as the report  of' t h e   l a t t e r  on 
f 'ulf  illment o f  thc  budget; 

a c t i v i t y  of. the  Sccrctariat  o f  t h  Council.; .' 

8 s  n c l l  3s f r o m  the  rccomcndations and decisions of the  Scssion 
of thc Council. 

5. The Conf'crence has thc r igh t  t o  cs tabl ish  auxi l iary 
organs f o r  preparinz  qucstions  in aCvance, 

6, The Conference establ ishes  i t s  own procedural 
roc-ulations, 

(cl)  cstablishcs  control  organs f o r  checking the f inancial  

( f )  executes othcr ?unctions  proceedingfrom th i s  Charter, 

LRTICLE V I 1 1  
Pcrmnent Commissions 

1, Th2 Pcrmnent Commissions o f  the  Council f o r  BJu-bual 
Ccononlic 1,ssistancc  are formed by the Session of the  Council 
f o r  the purpose of' ass is t ing  the  fur ther  Gcvclopment OP cconornic 
r e l a t ions  between $hc member -countries of thc Council, and. f o r  
thc  organization o f  m.ny sided economic and sc ien t i f ic   t echnica l  
co-opcration in   thc  var ious  sectors  of the n a t i o n a l  economies 
of' thcse  countries, 

are  approved by the  Conference of Representatives of the  Countrics 
i n  tho Council. 

2, &.ch ElciXbcr country o f  the Council appoints its 
representat ives  t o  the Permanent Commissions. 

3* Thc Permanent 'Commissions have the r ight ,  within tile 
area o f  t hc i r  competence, t o  accept recommenGations anil decïsions 
i n  conf'ormity with thc  Charter. The Commissions can also 
introclucc p o p s a l s  f o r  study in  the  Scssion o f  the  Council and 
i n  the Conference of Representatives of the  Countries  in  the 
Council. 

proposals. f o r  Iq~lemen$ing .economic ancl seies&$%&c.: -k;eohn$oal 
co-oPe~a%iOn.es pPoviCcd i n  pc?rag;.raph 1 of th i s  Zzt ic lc ,  and 
fu l f i l l   f unc t ions  proceeding from this   Charter  and from the 
recomaenc?ations and dccisions of thc Scssion of the  Council and - 
the   hnfercnce OP Rcprcscntctivcs o f  the  Countries i n  m e  Council, 

C o n f e ~ n c e  of Reprcsentativcs o f  the Countries i n   t he  Council 
on *heir  completed work and on thcir   Future  activity,  

The r c w l a t i o n s  on the work o f  the  Permanent Cornmissions 

4. The Pcrmment Com,Iissions work out projects  ana przparc 

The Permmen% Commissions subnit year ly   reports  t o  the 
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5. The sessions O2 -me Perlanent Commissions are carr ied 
on, as  a r u l e ,   i n   t h e i r  permanent location, which is  detcrmincd 
by thc  Session of the  Council, 

6. The Pernanent Com-,iissions, when' necessary,  can 
establ ish  auxi l iary organs, The composition an6 competence 
of  these organs,  as vel1 as  t h e  place of  their  conferences, 
are  determine6 by the  Conmissims  themselves, 

7. Every Permmen&  Cornaission has a Secretar ia t ,  headed by 
the Comiss ion*s  secretary. The apparatus of the Cornirilission's 
Secretar ia t  i s  included i n  the  composition of tie Council 
Secretar ia t  and is financed by i ts  budget. 

8. The Periilanent Cormissions e s t a l l i s h   t h e i r  ovn 
procedural  regulations. 

&$TICLE IX 

Secre ta r ia t  

1. The Secretar ia t  of' the  Council for %;lutual Economic 
Assistance i s  cow-oscd of a Secretary of  the Council, h i s  
deputies, and such personnel a s  may prove necessary f o r  
rea l i sa t ion  of the  functions  entrusted t o  the Secretariat ,  

The Secretary and his  deputies  are ap12ointod by 
the  Session of thc  Council, acd conduct $he work of t h e  
Secrctar ia t  o f r  the Council. 

The pcrsonnel of the Secretal-iat  is composed o f  
ci-tizcns fro21 tl-ic iXCl&er countries or" the Council, i n  CorSormity 
with the regulation  regarding thc work o f  the  Secretariat  of 
the Council. 

The Secretary o î  the  Council i s  t h e  :min p r s o n  o f  
-i;lzu Council. K e  represents the Council be fo re  tile o f f i c i a l  
persons and organizations o f  t2ne lxer&er coun-tries o f  the 
Council, and o t h e r  countries, as  ml1 as .before in tamat iona l  
organizations. 

The Secretary cf the Council  has  the  right t o  authorise 
h i s  deputies,  as  we1.l as  the   Secre ta r ia t ' s   s ta f f ,  t o  represent 
him wherevcr  neccssary. 

The Socre'cary 2nd his deputies my par t ic ipa te  i n  a l l  
conferences of the  Council's organs. 
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2. The Secre ta r ia t  of  the  Council: 

(a )  submits a report  on the ac-i;ivi%y o f  ' W e  Council at : 

-the regular  Session o f  the Council; 

(b) helips in the  preparation and carrying out  of  the 
Session of thc  Council, tfic Conference o f  Representatives of the 
Countries i n  the Council,  the  sessions of the Permanent 
Com,?issions of tho Council, anG the  conferences convened on 
d.ocis i o n  of these  organs ; 

( c )  prepares, on recoixxm6ation of the Session of the  Council 
op &̂e Conference of Representativcs of the Coun-kries in   the 
Council, econorxLc reports  and research on iilaterzal o f  the member. 
countries of the Council, and publishes  material on questions Of 
econornic and scientific  technical  co-operation aiîIong these 
countries; 

(d )  prepares: 

proposals  on questions  regarding 'the work o f  the  Council, f o r  study 
i n  the corresponding  organs of  the  Council; 

irrc"or;;?ative ani! gu ic ing   mte r i a l  on questions of economic and 
scient i f ic   technical   co-operat ion a r ~ o n g  the member countries of 
the Council; 

Council  the  documentation of  the many agreermnts on questions of 
economic and scientific  technical  co-operation, on the basis  
of' the  recomaendations and d-ecisions o î  the  Session of the 
Council  and  the  Conference of Representatives of t h e  C o u t r i e s  
i n  the Council; 

(e) organizes  jointly with the Permanent Commission of ,the 

( 2 )  unciertakes o-i;her actions  proceding from this Chartcl-, 
recoinïXndations and decisions  adopted By L l e  Cou11cilY ana those  
adapted .uizder the Regulation on the   ac t iv i ty  of the  Secretariat  of 
the  Couilcil. 

3a The Secretary o f  the  Council, h i s  deputies ana the 
Persoivlel of the   Secre ta r ia t ,   in   fu l f i l l ing   the i r   ob l iga t ions  
toward t h e  Council, ac t   as   in te rna t iona l   o f f ic ia l  persons. 

4 The seat  of  the Secretar ia t  of the Council i s  i n  
Mo S c ow. 
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ARTICLE X 
-, 

Part ic ipkt ion of other  countries in-the' work of 
the  Council 

- 

The Council f o r  Mutual Gcono,nic Assistance may invi te  
couneries which arc  not inembers o f  the Council t o  take p a r t   i n  
the  act ivi ty  o f  the  organs of the Council. 

The concitions  under which the  representatives o f  
these  countries m y  pa r t i c ipa t e   i n   t he  work o f  the  organs of 
the  Council  are  defined by the  Counc,il with .the  agrecmcnt of 
the  Countries concerned, 

ARTICLE X I  .- 

Relations  with  Intcrnstional  Organizations 

The Comcil  for Uutual Economic 'Assistance nay establ ish 
and m i n t a i n   r e l a t i o n s  a?iLh United  Nations economic organizations 
and with  other  inCcma%ional  organizations. 

The 
de tcrinined by 
organizations 

1, The 

character and f o r s s  o f  these  rclations  are 
the Council with thc consent of the  international 
concerned. 

ARTICLE X I I  

Financial  P. Questions 

member countries of the  Council f o r  Mutual Economic 
Assistance assuI?1c the   responsibi l i ty  of firmncing  the  Secretariat 
and i t s  act ivi ty .  The share of participation  in  these  expenses 
f o r  each member country of the  Council is determined by the 
Session of  the Ca7a1cil, and other  f inancial   questions by the 
Conference of Representatives of the  Countrics i n  the.Counci1. 

2. The Secretar ia t  o f  the  Council  submits a r cpor t  on  the 
fulf i l lment  o f  thc  budget f o r  each cztlendslr ycar t o  the  Confercnce 
of  Rcpresentatives of the Countr ies   in  tho Council. 

3. Expenscs.for the? support of part ic ipatns   in   the Scssion 
of the Council, i n   t hc  Conference of Representztivcs of the 
Coun-Lries in  the  Council, i n  -6hc sessions of the  Perimnent 
Conxlissions of  the  Couacil, ss well as  in  conferences  carried 
o u t  ni thin  thc framework of the  Council,  are  assuncd by the 
country which has  comxissioncd rcpresentativcs for these 
,sessions and conferences. 

D
E
C
L
A
S
S
I
F
I
E
D
/
D
E
C
L
A
S
S
I
F
I
E
E
 
-
 
P
U
B
L
I
C
 
D
I
S
C
L
O
S
E
D
/
M
I
S
E
 
E
N
 
L
E
C
T
U
R
E
 
P
U
B
L
I
Q
U
E



NATO RESTRICTED 
Tc,,WD73T-" 

-12- 

4. Expenses  connected with the  sessions and conf'crences 
provided i n  paragraph 3 of this Ar t i c l e   a r e  assumed by t h e  
country i n  which theso.sessions and conferences.fake  place. 

ARTICLE XII1 

Various  Regulations 

1, The Council for Mutual Economic Assistance  enjoys a l l  
l ega l  r igh ts  on the  terr i tory of  each mciîiber country o f  the 
Council   necessaryfor  the  fulfi l lment of i t s  functions and f o r  
achieving i t s  aims, 

2. The Council,  the  rcprcsentztives of the merliber countries 
of  the Council,  .and  the employees of the  Council  enjoy  those 
pr ivi leges  and immunities on the   t e r r i to ry  o f  each of these 
coun-trics which are  necessary f o r  the   fulf i l l rncnt  o f  t h e  
functions and for the. achicver;lent .of the aims provided i n  t h i s  
Charter, 

3. The r ights ,  pr ivi leges  and immunities provided i n  this 
Ar t ic le  arc  definea by a special  .convention, 

4. The regulations of  this Charter do not a f f e c t  the  r ights 
and obligations o f  the member countries o ï  the Council  resulting 
f r o m  t h c i r  membership in  other  international  organizations,   as 
me11 as f r o n  internat ional  agreements  'concluded  by'  thes& 

ARTICLZ XIV 

Language 

1. Official languages i n  t'ne Council f o r  hlutual Economic 
Assistance are the  languages of a l l  mer;ibcr countries o f  the '. 
Council. 

2, The language  used in   t he  Council is Russialz 

ARTICLE XV 

Rat i f ica t ion  of thc? 'Chartcr  an6 its. Enf'orcemcnt 

1, This  Charter i s  subjcct t o  ra t i f icat ion  by  the  countr ies  
which have signed it, according t o  "&eir const i tut ional  procecture. 

2. The r a t i f i c d  documents will be delivered t o  the  austodian 
of this Charter f o r  preservation. 

NATO RESTRICTED -12- 
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3. The Charter comes  in-Lo force  inmcdiately  after  the 
r e t i f i c d  documcnts of al1 countries which have signed this 
Charter a rc  delivGred î o r  prescrvation, a t  which t i n e  the 
custodial w i l l  i n fo rm those countries  vithout delay. 

4. In   respect  t o  any country which under  paragraph 2 
of Ar t ic le  II o f  this Chartcr na.y be acceL-ted i n  'Che Council 
f o r  Hutrzal  Economic Assistancc and r a t i f i e s  this Charter, 
t h e   l a t t e r  cornes into  force from thc day  'chat country delivers 
the  re-t if ied document f o r  prescrvation, a t  mhich ti ino the 
custodial   shal l  inf'orrn the  other zmilber countries o î  the Council, 

P"" Procedure in  Inplementation .P. of  the  Charter 

Each mcraBcr country of  the Council f o r  Mutual Ecmomicr , 
Assistarcc aay introduce p q o s a l s  f o r  imglenentation o f  t h i s  
Charter. 

Implementations o f  the  Charter ap?provcd by the  Council 
Session come into  force  inmediately  after  the documents o f  
these ircqlcmcntations r a t i f i e d  by a l l  rne;ilber countries of the 
Council  arc  delivered t o  the  custodial  f o r  prescrvation, 

&RTICLE XVII 

- Concluding ". Regulations 

T h i s  Charter is prcparod i n  one  copy i n  the Russian 
language. The Charter ail1 be deposited f o r  preservation a i t h  
the Govc:mmilcnt o f  the Union of Soviet   Socialist  RcTublics. 
The l a t t e r  v i i l l  send  cer t i f ied  copies  of thc  Charter t o  the 
Governments of  all othcr mcrdbcr coun-bries of the  Council, and 
will iworm these Govcrnmnts and the Council  Sccrctary  that  the 
rc.tificd  docmcn-ts have been  deposited  with the Government of 
the USSR f o r  preservation, 

In  witness whereof, the representatives o f  the 
Govcrmcnts o f  the rneixber countries o f  the Council f o r  Mutual 
Economic Assistance have signed this Charter. 

Done i n  Sofia on  Dececiber lh th ,  -1959. 
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