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Note by the German Delegation 

The national youth and students' organ1zations or th~ 
\'Ie .It w;1i ch in 1946 and 1947 were preps red to co-opel' t'. to w1 ;hou t 
U!1Y cuspic10n with the rOi-' rcsentat1 vea of the East under 811Ch 
.. logans liS "peace-loving", "democratic" and "anti-f!lsciat" Eloon 
recognised that their uwn organizations were intende~ to be 
/lathing but a front for the \Vorld youth Federation and the In~er
notional ASSOCiation of students, while the conception and the 
orglinizution of international co-operation were increasingly 
controlled by the full-time runctionaries of the East. OwIng 
to the flict that the West began to reccgnise the true naturt; of 
t!lf!Se festivals as instl"Ulllents of Communist propaganda, the 
COITJlilunist orl~L\nizers deemed. it advisable to carry out the festi
vals dw'ing tho following ten years rrainly as sn internal affalr 
of the Soviet Bloc. 

2. The poli tical re-orientntion of many countries towarJf' 
nClltruliam, and the SOVie t Union's sueee s st'Ul penetrution of the 
n :.J-~ ... llcd bloc-free zone between East and I#est, gavo the Sov1 c t 
Blo .. a chance to use, for onetl, t.he :.>011 tical instrument r"pru-
p(ln1.cd by the Festival outslde the soviet Bloc. ThUS, Vlunna, 
t:,o capital of a neutral oountry, was chosen. The organizers 
rC l:l lised, of courso, that the Festlvul - known to btl a COllll\unlllt
spon30rod show - would not regain an1' ground ei ther tn Austria 
or 8.'Tlong thu youth of t.he West. The political 1ntentions con-
nect.ed with the choice of Vienna wero, as B matter of fact, 
dircetod In the first plaod towards the populous nations of tho 
1\ fro-A.sllln region and thoso of Latin America, in "'hteh thu Soviet. 
[lloc's ofncisl foreisn policy is tod.al' mainly lnturc.sted. 

== l}l.C Fe flti Vlll 
r-.... 3. According to the original plans thia f1rst FeRti v!ll 
~ outs1do the boJ'ders ot the Soviet Bloc 'ff8.'J to be attend.ed by 
~ 30,000 participants and to be a grand10se manifestation for 
,..;l "puaco llI'.d friendship among all peoples". In the course of thu 
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pro 1Jurutions It bt.;cam~ evIdent, however, that hardly 18,000 
~ younv,aturs (and that included persono up to the age of 45) ~ould • 
~ 'hu rallied. Bu t evon thoso exp~cta tIona were found to be too o Ol)t1rni:Jtic, 80 that at tho very last moment tho Soviet Bloc 
~ dclugations had to bu increased considerably - the Soviet Dele
~ gC'ltion which originally was to be composed of 800 partic1pants 
~ \"iUS reinforced by 3,000 "tourists", Czechoslovakia sent an 
~ ud.di tional 700 and Poland another 1,200 Visitors. Thus, the numbur 
~ of Ilurticipants rrom the European countries of tho Soviet Bloc 
~ amounted to roughly 6,500 persons, i.e. about half 01' the total 
~ number of partIcipants - estimated at 13,000 persons - from tho 
~ whole vt'Orld. According to statements made by the organiztJrs prior 
U to the Festival, 120 countries were expected to be representod, 
~ Vlhilo in aotual fact only 18 delegations could claim to be the 
~ off1c1al representatives of their national youth organizations; 12 
Z of these came rrom Soviet Bloc countries. 
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4. The so-called "Delegation trom the Federal Ropub110 of 
Germany" hud roughly 1,100 members. It oonsisted chi(;fly of 
formur membt:lrs of the outlawed "Fr~e German Youth", mainly f"rom the 
Ruhr. In addition to thoso olearly Conunun1st oadres, a group of 
cOllsciontious objectors and a smaller group of young intellcctualo 

== syrnpu this1ng wi th the Hamburg student periodical "koTIY."I-ot'· could 
~ be idontiried. As tho only youth or students' organization rrom 
~ tho Foderal aepublic the LSD (Liberal Students' Association of 
rJJ Go~any) had sont an otficlal delegation to Vienna. 
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5. The oftlclal delegation ot SOO members trom the Soviet
oocup1ed zone .... composed exclus1 vely 01' membt;}rs or the "Free 
Gerr,lan You th" • 

6. The participants from the countrios of the free West 
consisted or YO'lng cOlilllUnists, fellow-travellers and young people 
who liked to travel but were not interested in politics. 

o 7. Tho dolegntions from the underdevoloped cauntri~s, which 
~ had be~n cxp~cted with particular interest, were not homogeneons 
U and did not aot homogenoously. The outlook of their members 
~ ranged from convinced and well-trained Communists to young people 
~ who wanted to learn someth1ng about Europe and European c1vill
U sation, to adVenturers who exploited the Vienna Festival as an 
~ op7)ortunl ty for cheap entertainment and fOOd. Many of the students 
~ from the underdeveloped countries did not travel from their home 

countries but came tram universities in Soviet Bloc countries and 
~ from France and Great Britain. Students wi t~ scholarships of the 

I Halle, Prague, Moscow and Budapest universities represented tho 
~ w~ll-trained cadres and managod to take over the leadership of the 
~ various groups of their compatriots. 
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8. The programme of the Fostival offered a great varluty 
of different manifestations; each day an average of 80 dlrferent 
programme items offered something rrom early in the morning until 
late nt n1ght, and in various parts of the town, to the delegatus 
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frQm all countries. This enormous effort was, of course, 
Sdellbcrutc; had there been gaps in the programme the c.ielegatt...:fl 
~ould huvo bee~l forced to seek entcrtainnent or do sightseeing 
~on thc..;ir own. As it was, the uninterrupted official programme 
~k(!pt them bURY, and it was q'11te clljar that private sightseeing 
~i..n(l c.liscussions were consiuered unaesirable by tho managers of 
~the ~csti val. 

; 9. The Conmunist organizers' concern that the delegat(;:s might 
~corilf.! into contact with outside influences was also very clearly 
~undcrlined by the tact that the different East Bloc delegations werd 
CJhurmetically scaled off from the outside. The delegates from 
~BQst lsia as well as those from Hungary, Rumania and Bulgaria 
~ stayed in camps and wore take~, to and from tho various manifes-
ztutions in closod transports. Only the Pol(;s and tho YugoslavH 
~ sue-mud to 'be loss sub juga ted to the rigid mechani em of the progrumm~; 
~ a150 the Czechs and Russians scemed relati vely free in their mOVt;
oomunts but then they show~d th~mscl ves to be one hundred percent i C orm,mID s t s. 

I 10. A t a number of Festival events tho Communist orgrll:izu tlon 
== remained almost inv1 sible; sport contusts, exhibi tiona and som\.: 
~ nrti stic events of high quali ty did not fail to impress the del1j-
;:J glltus U8 well DS the Viennese who like a good show. However, it 
oob..:cornc comparatively quickly known in Festival circlos that the 
<nun-political entertainment was only meant to camouflage a highly 
~ poli tical purpose. 'l:he unc.:qui vocally poli tical tendency of the 
~Fcstivnl became particularly apparent in the course of the It...:ss 
~numerous but more revealing special events, such as thu meutlng 
_ of the various vocational groups, and during tho studunts' s·]mi:lllrs 
~ uw1 meetings of the various faculties. At the luttur, in part~-
~ cular, the moti vating 1'tleas of the Soviet Bloc were openly ;lid
~ cussf.;d. as CDn be scen from some -:>f the subjects on the ugl:ndu: 
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"The rolo of the student and his organizution~l in 
SOCiety" 

"Nature and man in the light of contemporary scientific, 
technical and philosophical findings" 

"The.: problemB raised by the democratisation and reform 
of the univorsities" 

"EcC'nomie J poll tical and cuI tural problems of the 
colonIal and underdeveloped countries and the rale 
of thu student ln tht~ ir solution". 

~ 11. The dlscuss:ions of th~~e and similnr subjects 130metimc~\ 
~ bCCOI:'lC dramatic. They also revnaled tht:.: true intentions of the 
~ sponsors As soon as arguments or counter-arguments did not 
< coincide· with the political line of the sponsors the discussions 
~ \Yore turminatud and labelled os "att~mpts at cleavage" or 
~ "imperiolist polemics". 

~ 
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12. Varioun youth organizations of the tree world had taken 
~ tho initintive t~ counteract Communist propaganda at the F~Dt1val 
~ by 1 nform1ng and enlightening the delegates. Tho main ini tintor's o of this enterprise, which was also known as "counteraction", were 
~ thu mcmb~rs of the working cOlTlJ'littee "Young Lifolt, s~t up for 
; this purpose by Austrian and forelpn organizations. 'I'he m:>st 
~ important clement of this action consisted in il inl'ormation 
~ standards" showing a great choice 01' ·.~~st(;rn books, pamphlets, nl..!ws
~ papers etc. in various languages and an information a~rvice quu11-
~ fied to answer queries at all kinds. The basic task 01' this 
~ counteraction was, however, to counteract the one-sided effect 
~ of thu b~stern propaganda Festival on neutral ground in the more 
U restricted human field, and to break the Communist propaganda 
~ monopoly by offering the possibility of human contacts and dis-
~ cussions between East and West. A remarkable number of delege tus 
Z to the Festival - in particular fram the so-called neutral countries -
~ undorstood and appreCiated the work of these "contact c~ntres". 
~ 
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13. As a credit item the Communists can book the fact of 
~ having managed to organize a big meeting with a number of valuablu 
~ attractions, and of having succeeded in running it without major 
~ disturbances. The greatest success in their eyes will probably 
rJJ be the fact that th~y have made a decisive step - both from the 
~ psychological and propaganda point 01' vi~. - from the Eastern 
~ ghetto into tho world this side of the iron curtain, so that their 
U Festival in the vyes of the uninitiated, the opportunists, the anti
~ \1estern neutralists, and the Corrununist fellow-travollcrs, carried 
~ no longer tho stigma of a purely Communist demonstration. This 
- gain is likely to make them put up with the many disappointments 
~ and tBilures entailed by this Festival on non-Communist territory. 
~ This "world-wide and non-political" youth meeting, and those who 
~ had come to take part in it, could certainly not claim to be 
~ representative 01' the nations in question. Prominent personalities, 
~ in particular from the non-committed world, left no doubt about 
U their reserved attitude via-h-vis the Festival, for example Prime 
rJJ Minister Nehru and Prime Minister Nkrumah. President Nasser 8 prohibited tho partiCipation or delegates from tho UAR, and th~ 

Sudnn, too, decided to stay away. 
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14. The sponsors must evan havo entertained some doubt 
concerning the political reliability of those who partiCipated 
from the West. Heretical views were wide-spread, and the subjl..!ct 
:t freedom of the Press" had led to open conf'lic ts wi thin the 
United states, Italian, Indian and Brazilian dolegations. 

~ "nothor shortcoming was that the Festival lacked somt.:thlng WhICh 
~ tho sponsors themselves could not furnish: n voluntary or 
~ spontnnuous contribution by the host country or other countrlus. 
rJJ f.ustrian public opinion reacttl'd instead with disciplined ruscrvu, 
rJJ nnd. the Austrian Pross kept s1lent. This luck of reaction in the j host country must have left its mark espeCially on the delegates 
U 
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~ frc'JT1 the neutralist countrios, and a great number ot int(:llectual:-:l 
~ from th<Js(; countries made no attempt to concenl their dlsnppointrn\JIlt 
Clwitlt th~ prcd')minnntly x:;olltlcal natur~ of the Fc.stivnl. 
~ 

; 15 •. Even though the C<"fnlTIunists fuile~ to turn this Ft;nt1v".11 
~ lnt::> n tr1UIni)h of propaganda f'o:..' their POll tical ril.ctrino, and 
~ ultho'.l 11 thu impact of this monster propaganda effort on £111 
~ delc.gatus - in particular on those trom th0 colonial, semi-colonial 
~ e.nd unu.erdcveloped countri~s - can be considered n\;fSl:gible, the 
~ '!cst has no reason to be snug. The fact that this Comrnunlst 
~ propugunda manifostut10n was, for the first time, held on ncutrHl 
U ground and could not be prevented by the West was of sufficient 
~ value for tho ~&st to accept its numerous negative pOints, the 
~ effects of which nre, mor0ov~r, bound to be limited in time and 
Z npucu since Enstern prcpaganda will ai ther not mf.;ntton them at 
~ &11 or subject them to the camouflage treatment of its experts. 
~ Cleverly n~rnngcd photos, paid "positive declarations", and othL:r 
~ t~icks, offer sufficl~nt means of turning the Vienna Festival into 
~ un improssivc; propagunda demonstration of great su1to.bility for 

I political mass propaganda among the ignorant and those who wavur -
~ ospeciully in th~ undcra·developt:d cOWltrics. 
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