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COMMUNIST SPONSORED WORLD YOUTH FESTIVAL IN VIENNA

Note by the German Delegation

The national youth and students' organizations of the
Wiest waich in 1946 and 1947 were prepsred to co-opercte wi.hout
any cuspicion with the representatives of the [East under such
slogans as "peace-=loving”, "democratic' and "anti-fuscist" soon
rccognised that thelr cwn organizations were intended to be
nothing but a front for the World Youth Federation and the Inter-
national Association of Students, while the conception and the
organization of international co-operation were increasingly
controlled by the full-time functionaries of the iast, Owing
to the fuct that the West began to reccgnise the true nature of
thege festivals as instruments of Communist propaganda, the
Commnist orzanizers deemed it advisable to carry out the festi-
vils during the following ten years rainly as an internal affair
of the Soviet DBloc.

2a The political re-orientation of many countries towards
neatrulism, and the Soviet Union's successful penetration of the
no~-culled bloe-free zone between East and Jest, gave the Savict
Blov a chance to use, for once, the political instrument repro-
sented by the Festival outside the Soviet Bloc, Thus, Vienna,
t..o capital of a neutral country, was chosen, The organlzera
realised, of course, that the Festival - known to be a Communist-
sponsored show - would not regesin any ground either in Ausatria
or among the youth of the Weat, The political intentions con-
nected with the choice of Vicnna werc, as 8 matter of fact,
dirccted in the first plasa towards the populous nationa of the
Afro-Asian region and thosc of Latin America, in which the Sovict
sloc's official foreign policy 1s today mainly interusted,

The Festivel

3e According to the original plans this first Festivanl
outsidec the bordere of the Soviet Bloc was to be attended by
50,000 participante and to be a grandiose manifestation for
"puace ard fricendship among all peoples", In the course of the
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prcuarutions it bucame cvident, however, that hardly 18,000
younysters (and that included pcrsons up to the age of 45) eould *
be rallicd, But ecven these expectations were found to be too
optimictic, so that at the vcry last moment the Soviet Bloc
delegations had to be inercascd considerably - the Soviet Dele-
gation which originally was to be composed of 800 participants

wus reinforced by 3,000 "tourists", Czechoslovakia sent an
udditional 700 and Poland another 1,200 visitors. Thus, the numberp
of participants from the Europcan countries of the Soviet Bloc
amountcd to roughly 6,500 pecrsons, i.e. about half of the total
numbcr of participants - estimated at 13,000 persons - from the
wholc world. According to statements made by the organizers prior
to the Festival, 120 countries were expected to be represented,
whilc in actual fact only 18 delegations could claim to be the
official representatives of their national youth organizations; 12
of thusc camec from Soviet Bloc countries.

L. The so-called "Delegation from the Federal Republie of
Germany'! hud roughly 1,100 members, It consisted chicfly of
formur members of the outlawed "Free German Youth", mainly from the
Rulir. In addition to these clearly Communist cadres, a group af
conscic¢ntious objcctors and a smaller group of young intellectuals
sympathising with thc Hamburg student periodical "konkret" could
be identified, As the only youth or students' organization from
thc Federal Republic the LSD (Liberal Students' Association of
Gormany) had sent an official delegation to Vienna,.

5e The official delegation of 500 members from the Soviet-

occupicd zone was composed exclusively of members of the "Free
German Youth",

6. The participants from the countrics of the frce West
consistcd of yonng conmunists, fellow-travellers and young people
who liked to travel but were not intercsted in politics.

7. The delcgations from the underdeveloped countries, which
haa been expected with particular interest, were not homogeneous
and did not act homogcncously. The outlook of their members
ranged from convinced and well-trained Communists to young people
who wanted to learn something about Europe and European civili-
sation, to adventurers who exploited the Vienna Festival as an
opoortunity for cheap entertainment and food. Many of the studentes
from the underdeveloped countries did not travel from thelr home
countries but came from universities in Soviet Bloc countries and
from Prance and Great Britain. Students with scholarships of the
Hallc¢, Prague, Moscow and Budapest universities represented the
wcll-trained cadres and managed to take over the leadership of the
virious groups of their compatriots.

8. The programmec of the Festival offered a great varicty
of different manifcstations; cach day an average of 80 different
prograrmme items offered something from early in the morning until
latc at night, and in various parts of the town, to the delegatcs
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from all countries. This enormous effort was, of course,
Edullbcrutc; had there been gaps in the programme the delegatus
Oyvould have been forced to seek entertaimment or do sightseceling
=on thceir own, As it was, the uninterrupted official programme
mkcpt them busy, and it was quite clear that private sightseeing
%Land discussions were considered unaesirable by the managers of
the Testivale.

RE P

9. The Communist organizecrs' concern that the delegatcs might
—comne into contact with outside influences was also very clcarly
=underlined by the fact that the differcnt East Bloc delegations were
hcermetically sealed off from the outside. The delcegates from
mikast fsia as wecll as those from Hungary, Rumania and Bulgaria

- 5tayecd in camps and were take.. to and from the various manifcs-

Z tutions in closcd transports. Only the Poles and the Yugoslavsy

= seemed to be less subjugated to the rigid mechanism of the progrummc;
melso the Czechs and Russians secmed rclatively frcece in their move-
wnments but then they showed themselves to be one hundrcd perccnt
EConn.n_mists.

' 10, At a number of Festival events the Communist orgacnization
Ex‘cmained almost invisible; sport contests, exhibitions and somu
=~ artistic events of high quality did not fail to imprecss the delu-
7 eutes ns well as the Vicnnese who likc a good show, However, it
N becume comparatively quickly known in Festival circles that the
<ﬂnun—political entertainment was only meant to camouflagc a highly
'Jpolitical purposc. The uncquivocally political tendency of the
Qchtival became particularly apparcnt in the coursc of the luss
(M numerous but morc revealing epecial cvents, such as the mecting

of thc various vecational groups, and during the students' sominars
and mccetings of the various facultics. At the latter, in parti-
cular, thc motivating ileas of the Sovict Bloc wore openly dia~
cusscd, a8 can be scen from somc of the subjcets on the agenda:

~

"The réle of the student and his organizations in
Society"

"Nature and man in the light of contemporary scientific,
technical and philosopnical findings"

"The problems raised by the democratisation and reform
of the universities"

"Economic, political and cultural problems of the
cclonial and underdeveloped countries and the rdle
of the student in th:ir solution".

11, Thc discussions of th:cse and similar subjccts gometimes
became dramatic, They also revecaled thu true intentions of the
Sponsors. As soon as arguments or counter-arguments Qid not
coincide with the political line of the sponsors the discussions
were terminated and labelled as "attempts at cleavage" or
"imperialist polemicas".
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12, Various youth organizations of the free world had taken
the initiative to countcract Communist propaganda at the Festival
by informing and enlightcning the delegates, The main initiators
of this c¢nterprise, which was also known as “counteraction", werc
thc members of the working committee "Young Life", sct up for
this purpose by Austrian and foreign organizations. The most
important c¢lcment of this action consisted in "information
standards" showing a great choice of Western books, pamphlets, nows-
papcrs ete, in various languages and an information survice quali-
ficd to answer queries of all kinds. The basic tasgsk of this
counteraction was, however, to counteract thc one-sided effcet
of thce Eastern propaganda Festival on neutral ground in the more
rcstricted human field, and to break the Communist propaganda
monopoly by offcring thce possibility of human contacts and dis-
cussions bectwecn East and West. A remarkable number of delegatces
to thc Festival - in particular from the so-called nceutral countrics -
undcrstood and appreciated the work of these "contact centres".

Balance-ghcet

13. As 2 credit item the Communists can book the fact of
having managed to organize a big meeting with a number of valualle
attractions, and of having succeeded in running it without major
disturbances. The greatest success in their eyes will probably
be the fact that they have made a decisive step - both from the
psychological and propaganda point of vicw - from the Eastern
ghetto into the world this side of the iron curtain, so that their
Fcstival in the cyes of the uninitiated, the opportunists, the anti-
Vicstern neutralists, and the Communist fellow-travellers, carried
no longer the stigma of a purely Commnist dcmonstration, This
gain is 1likcly to make them put up with the many disappointments
and failurcs entailed by this Festival on non-Communist territory.
This "world-widc and non-political" youth mccting, and those who
had come to teke part in it, could certainly not claim to be
rcpresentative of the nations in question. Prominent personalitics,
in particular from the non-committed world, left no doubt about
thcir reserved attitude vis-h-vis the Festival, for example Prime
Minister Nehru and Prime Minister Nkrumah, President Nasscr
prohibited thc participation of delegates from th¢ UAR, and the
Sudan, too, decided to stay away.

14. The sponsors must c¢ven have entertained some doubt
concerning the political reliability of those who particlipatcd
from the Wost. Heretical views were wide-sprcad, and the subjcct
“frcedom of the Press" had 1lcd to open conflicts within the
United States, Italian, Indian and Brazilian dclcgations.

/fnother shortcoming was that the Festival lackcd something which
the sponsors themselves could not furnish: a voluntary or
spontancous contribution by the host country or other countrics.
lustrian public opinion rcacted instead with disciplined reuscrve,
and the Austrian Prcss kept silent. This lack of rcuction in the
host country must have left its mark especially on the delegatcs

N/..'0_CONFIDENTIAL -~




DECLASSIFIED - PUBLIC DISCLOSURE / DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

-5~ TO _CONFIDENTIAL
AC/Z5-D(60)1

frém the neutralist countrices, and a great number of intcllectuals
from *thesc countries made no attempt to conceel their disappointment
with the predominantly political naturc of the Festival,

15, Even though the Cumnmunists failed to turn this Festival
into a triumph of propaganda for their political dcctrine, and
althou h the impact of this monstcr propagsnda effort on all
dclcgates — in particular on those from the colonial, semi-colonial
end unuerdeveloped countries - can be considcred negligible, the
‘lcst has no reason to bc asmug, The fact that this Communist
propagunda manifestation was, for the first time, held on ncecutrul
ground and could not bc prevented by the West was of sufficient
value for the .ast to acecept its numcrous negative points, the
cffcets of which are, morcover, bound to be limited in time and
spuce since BEastern preopaganda will either not meniion them at
all or subjcet them to the camouflage trcatment of its experts.
Clcverly arranged photos, paid "positive declarations", and othcr
tricks, offer sufficicnt means of turning the Vienna Testival into
an inpressive propaganda demonstration of grceat suitability for
political mass propaganda among the ignorant and thosc¢ who waver -
éspceially in the under-dcveloped countrics,.

Palais de Chaillot,
Paris, XVie,
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