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Since World Wer IT, uranium minlang in the COMECOL -
countiies has heen carried out under Seviet control, - In 1976
hie production of natural ureninm was: about 4,500 tens in the.
USSR, about 5,000 tons in the CDR, about 2,200 tons in
Czecnoslovalie, about 1,000 tons in Bu]gurla, about 900 tons in
Romania and about 400 tons in HUP”&PV. Most of the ore is -
processed to uranium oxide in he variouvs countries (except
itomania) and is exported to the USSR, 'The natural u%anium_--
stocks of the USSR . are at prc,ent eﬁcimﬁted atv atv least
170 000 tons, , ,

&

General
TE0R R=Parl-h DRSStk

20 n the USSR and in <the Zuropean COMECON countries,
uranium mining has been carried out intensively since World
Var Ii., Originally, <the US3R was alone respon91ble for the.
taking-up, expansion and execution of urenium mining in these
countries; now, the countries concerned take increasing part
themselves in the mining. During the past thirty yvears, the.
prroduection of uranium in the Western countries was determined
by considerably varying demands; in the COMECON countries,:
however, the production of uranlum was steedlly accelerated,

B The Minlstry for Medium Engineering of the USSR is
the supreme authority rezsponsible for uranium mining, Uander
it are the Main Administration for Uraniuvm for uranium minzns
within the USSR and the so=-called &th /fdministration of the
Foreign Trade Ministry for the control of uranium nmining in
the COMECOW countries,.
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@ Fh4, The Soviet-German AG Wismut in the GDR, the Soviete
Ckechoslovakian Mixed Uranium Commission in Czechoslovaekia, the
Main Administration for Rare Metals in Bulgairia (since 1962),
the Banat-Cravita Mining Eaterprise in Romanla =nd the Mecselk
Cre Mining Enterprise in Mungary are the corresnonding contiol-
ling and/or executing orgeanizations, In Romanie, uranium
mining has been withdrawm from any Soviet control - since 1962,

USSH
—usnl_h-

5e The most important urenium mining areas of the USSR
are located in the following regions: Ulkiralne, Caucasia, the
western RSFSR, the southern republice (Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Tuckmenistan, Kirghiria and Tadzhikisten), Ceatral Siberia and
in the Far East, Uzbekistan/Tadzhikisten account for about 50,
the Ukraine for about 15%, Kazakhsten for about €)% and Caucasia
and Kirghizia for about 7% each of the overall production,

6, The extracted ore is processed to uiranium oxide in
seven plants; an additional processing plaat is under
construction.

GDR

e Uranium mining in the GDR is concan’rated in five
regions in the southern part of the country: Saxon
Erzgebirge, Thuringia, Elbsandsteingebiirge, Dresden-Gittersce
and Deuben In the district of Halle, The Thuringian region
accounts for about 40% and the Flbsandsteingebirge for about
2077 of the uranium production. The processing of the extracted
ore to uranium oxlde is carried out In plants near Seelingst#dt,
Crossen and K¥nigstein,

Czechoglovalkia

8a Uranium mining in Czechoslovakia is spread overr the
vhole countiry, but with a distinct concentration on the western
halfl of the country. The five main regions are near the
following towns: Pribrem, Tachov, Jachymov, Hamr and Dolni
Rozinka. The importance of the region around Pribram is
steadily decreasing; that of the region around Hamr is
considerably increasing, The shares of the individual mining
areas in the overall production are as follows: Pribram 413,
Dolni Rozinka 11%, Tachov 14 and Hamr 27 'y ‘the remaining 7%
come from smaller deposits,

Q. 85=00% af the ewtracted ore are yrocessed to uranium
P

oxide in the two processing plants at Mydlovary and Dolni
Rozinka,
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Bulgaria

10, The uranium mines of Bulgaria arc located near Jofia
and betwesn the Maritea river and the Greek border in the
Rhocone and Pirin Mountains, In the last six~zeven yezrs, the
pain mining activity has shifted further to the south. The

xtracted ore is processed to uranium oxide in the only
nroceusing plant of Pu garia at Bukhovo.

Romonia

11 Uranium mining and the uranium deposits of Romania
are concentrated in four mountain regions: ‘the western part
of the southern Tarpathians, the eastern part of the southern
Carpathians, the Forest Carpathians and the Biha* Wouncﬂlﬁs.

12« A uranium ore nvoceosing plant is beinCr bu11t near
Feldicara and will probably start op@ratlon in 1978 The
extracted ore - whicli was e:ported to the USSR untll 1962 - has
bean stored in duups since 1062 ‘

Hungary

13, The Hungarian uranium mining v@gions are’ the Mecseh
Jountaino, the RPakony Mountains (western part of the Hungarian -
Centiral mountalns) and the eastern part of the uungariar
Central Mountains. By far the most important region is the
“cgzon o? the Mecsek Mountains., The whole exiracted ore is
rocessed to wraniunm oriue at Cserkﬁt near Pécs.‘ .

,_,1’0...,1@.9.@;

14 AT present no uranium_ore is extracted in Poland,
Small quantities were extracted in the Sudetes, in the |
Lausitzer Mountains and in the Riesengeblrge until the end
of the fifties, '

RQeserves = Production

15. The uranium reserves in the COMECON area - WOP»QY to
be extrect ed at #3/1b LzOg - are estimated as follows (in tons
of uvranium contents):

Usai 100, 000-140,000

GLER £0,000
Czechosloveakia 75,000
Bulgaria _ 5,000
Romania : 10,000 2@ 000
Hungary ,,OOO« 10 000
Poland inulpnifLCﬂnt
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16, This guantity of reserves correspoimds to 21% of the
world reserves (without the Peoplsts Republic of China) if it
is related to the lowest cost category of $15/1b UsPs used in
the West; it je thus in reality considerably higher, Possibi-
lities of Tinding further important uranium reserves still
exist in the USSR in the conglomerates of the 5iberian Shield,
in the CGDR, in the Clbsandstein lountains and in Czechoslovakia
in the chalk basin of Hamr,

17. Uranium production - which generally slightly
decreased during the last 6-8 years - is estimated to reach
the following amounts in 1976 (in tons of uranium contents):

USSR 4,500
GDR 5,000
Czechoslovakia 2,200
Bulgaria 1,000
Romania 900
Hungary 400

18. The uranium production of the European COMECON
countries thus amounts to a total of 14,000 tons or 38.9% of
wvorld production without taking into consideration the
Peopleis Republic of China.

Lxport - Import -~ Consumption ~ Stock~Keeping

12, 411 the uranium extracted in the GDR, Bulgarila,
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Romania and Poland since Vorld War II
was exported to the USSR. 8ince 1972 Czechoslovakia has kept
about 20 tons per year for its own direct consumption of natural
uranium. Romania stopped its deliveries in 1962.

20. The cumulative uranium yield achieved by the USSR from
its own production and imports from World War II to 1976
inclusively is as follows:
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Us3R 136,000 tons of uranium
QDR 135,300 il "
Czechoslovakia 57,000 n u
Bulgaria 23,200 L w
Romania 10,000 © i "
Hungary 10,800 it Cl
Poland 900 # it i
373,600

21. The consurption of the Soviet nuclear power stations
and of the nuclear power stations delivered by the USSR to
Bulgaria, the GDR, Czechoslovakia and Finland and supplied with
fuel until 1976 amounts to a tntal of about 14,000 tons of natural
uranium. This civilian consumption has considerably increased;
it rose from about 1,300 tons in 1970 to about 2,400 tons in 1976.
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22. The total amount of uranium available to the USSR
until 1976 from its own production and the production by the
COILCON countries without the civilian consumption was thus
about 360,000 tons.

23, According to reliable information,; the Soviet
uranium stocks amountaed to 120,000 tons in 1968 while the
total production until 1968 was about 280,000 tons. MNo
rellable information can be given on the use of the balance
of 140,000 tons. It is certain that it includes the
military consumption. On the basis of this ratio in 1968,
the Soviet uranium stocks in 1976 can be estimated at at
least 170,000 tons; they will probably be larger.

NATG,
1110 Brussels.

NATO CONFIDEUTTIAL




