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. ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

USSR: ; FOREIGN TRADE BY COMMODITIES, 1972 AND 1973(1)

. Note by the Canadiaﬂ Delegation 

‘The total rouble value of Soviet trade turnover incredged
by 20.3% in 1973, doubling the 10% rate of increase experienced in
1972. WMost of the increase in: 1973 was in the areas of machinery
and equipment, :industrial raw materials (fuels, minerals and métals),’
and food related products (both the raw materials for foodstuffs - -
and the foodstuffs themselves). o : ST

2.7 The increased turnover of raw materials owes more to the '
increased ‘price of Soviet exports of these materials than to an '
increase in the volume of :exports. . In contrast, the increased

~turnover in food products resulted in large part from increases

in the physical volume of imports;, ‘especially:of grain imports.
Pue to the heterogeneity of machinery and equipment it is not
possible to tell to what extent increased turnover was due to
volume changes and to what extent price changes. Soviet imports
and exports- by aggregate commodity groups are given in Table 1.

Machinery and ETquipment

‘ 3.  Soviet exports of machinery and equipment rose by 14.7%

in 1973. The major customers were all CMEA members except the UAR
which received 160.0 million roubles(2) of merchandise, 58.5 million
roubles of which went to Soviet development aid programmes.in that
country (Table 2). The najor CMEL customers were Bulgaria

(528.3 million roubles) and Fast Germany (440.4 million roubles)
which also experienced the largest percentage gain over 1972 (L42.5%).

(1) The source of the data is "Foreign Trade of the USSR, 1973"
Reliability of the figures therefore depends on the .accuracy
and compléfeneéé”of”theﬂSoviet statistical reporting system.

(2) 411 total-values are given in roublés to facilitate comparisons
with other Soviet statistics. 1In 1972, 1 rouble = $1.21 (US)
and in 1973 1 rouble = 21.34 (US). Some prices are given in
US dollars to facilitate comparisons with Western prices.
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The major increases of machinery and equi pment exports to East
Germany were cutting tools (41.9%) tractors (49.5%), tractor
parts and supplies (70.1%), and especially aircraft and aircraft
parts (from 7.2 million roubles to 46,7 million roubles).

4.

A substantial part (27.5%) of total Soviet machinery

and equipmentexports were for projects which involved Soviet =~ "l
development..aid and.technical assistance. This type of &xport
accounted for an even larger proportlon of exports to the non-
Communist less developed countries: B it accounted for 74.3% of
machinery and equlpment exports to Algerla, 52.9% of those to -
Afghanistan, 84.5%.0f those to thé Republic of Guinea, S54.4% of °

those to India, 46.9% of those to Iraqg, 66.1% of. those to Iran,

and 93.1% of those to Turkey. ~The developed Western natlons

bought 11ttle Sov1et machlnery and equlpmentd -

Sov1et 1mgorts of macnlnery and equlpment rose 15 8%

. with: CMEA metibers-being. the major suppliers, amongst which

Eagt’ Germany was by far the largest single supplier with ,awfw S
1,304"miZ¥lion roubles of equlpment sent.to the Soviet Union.:. ., « -~ .
Tﬂe largest percentage gains, however, were obtained by Finland
(up 98.4%) and the United States (up 253.9%), with smaller galns
reglstered By Bulgaria (27.4%), Vest Germany . (26 5%) , and Italy

(22.5%)y -

A more complete breakdown is given in Table 3

o SOVIET TRADE MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT

% Change ‘

f;EEEEQXEEIT (ﬁigiigzshowagﬁgIgz§ lb-Bélance n
7618 30056 beos.s o ieosy
8,785.6  3,448.1  5,337.5 ,ﬁ;‘_ 1 aeg“u.““ S
15 L& ‘ ]_1+ 7 : 15).85'}:7 ' -

Fuels, Mlnerals and other Raw Materluls,

~

\)o'

The category of fuelo, m1nerdls and other ‘raw materlals'

earns’ the. 1arge surpluses needed to finance the deficits usually .
cxperlenced in machinery and equipment, and foods and foodstuffs.
Thus .in. 197) it eanned an.. apgrox1mate1v 4. mllllard rouble surplus—w‘

1972

1973
% Change

SOVIBT TRADE FUFLS MINERALS AND RAW MATERIALS

| twnever  (Hilions of Rowples) Balan"@

Ti»5,§48;5vt f_ b, 685 9 0 1,262.6 | ‘3,A2313'f:

C7,406.2. 5,701.87 TA704IL°  3,997.4
24.5 21 7 35 0
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7. The major area of activity in this category in 1973 was
crude oil and petroleum products which together account for
42,1% of the category exports (Table 4). It is in petroleum
products that the price changes of 1973 are most marked. In
1972 %0.8 million tons were exported for 566.2 million roubles
(18.38 roubles per ton) while in 1973 33.0 million tons were
exported for 1,057.1 million roubles (32.03 roubles per ton).

The price increase was not, however, equal with respect to all
trading partners. CMEA members did not pay significantly more
for petroleum products from the Soviet Union in 1973, while the

developed Western nations as a rule saw their prices increase by e

a factor of 2.5 (the data (Table 5) is published in such a way
as to provide only a rough indication of price changes).-

8. Thé"léfgest total value gains were experienced by 3

gasoline (78.3%), diesel heavy fuels (154.1%) and kerosene (47.5%).

The non-fuel petroleum products (lubricants, oil, etc.) did not-
experience . such large increases. ‘

SOVIET EXPORTS BY VALUE, CRUDE OIL AND PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

.. Crude 0i1 ; Petroleum Products
B ' (Millions of Roubles)
1972 11,0074 566.2 -
1973 1,345.9 10571
% Change T 86.7

SOVIET EXPORTS BY VOLUME, CRUDE OIL AND PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

Crude 0i1 | Petroleum Products
(Millions of Tons)

1972 . o - /62 | . 30.8
1975 . 85.3 .. . .. 33.0
% Change - 11.9 . 7

9. Soviet'imﬁorfS“of’petféieum prodﬁéféﬂihéreased:very'little,

(in either value and volume) but imports of crude oil increased..
substantially. ~The value of imports increased faster than the
volume so that the Soviet Union also suffered price increases

in its crude oil imports. N R
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7 SOVIET IMPORTS, CRUDE OIL

© ' Millions of Tons ‘ Millions of Roubles
1972 T 7.8 | 111.2
1973 . 13.2 ' 1220.3

% Change  69.2 - 98.1

Raw Materials for Foodstuffs

10. Soviet imports of raw materials for foodstuffs rose by
38,9% in 1973 (Table 6). The biggest element in this increase
were imports of grains: +the other products in the category
include oilseed, fruits, unprocessed nmeats, etc. Overall grain
imports -increased by 56.37% to 1,146 million roubles, with the
biggest gain being in wheat (up 76.7% to 749.3 million roubles),
corn (up 28.3% to 230.9 million roubles) and rye (which increased -
thirteenfold to 63.6 nmillion roubles)(1). .

PUBLI C DI SCLOSEDY M SE EN LECTURE PUBLI QUE

11. The major suppliers of wheat to the Soviet Union in 1973,
were France (2.1%) Canada (24.2%) and the United States (63.7%).
Most of the large increases.in. l973.were-the-result of much
larger Soviet purchases from the United States: 1in 1972 the US/L
supplied 2.41 million tons of wheat, compared to Canada's
%.99 million tons; in 1973 the USA supplied 9.84 million tons
compared to 3.54 million tons from Canada. The ton price of
__imerican wheat was. several roubles below that of Canadian wheat - - .
_in both years.. . U

12 Hungary..and—the_United.-States -were—the--largest - supplierg— — :
of corn, with the United States supplying by far the largest amount.

|
|
|

13. .Soviet.grain imports.in:- 1973 were in large part
contracted for in 1972 when an exceptionally poor harvest led
to the depletion of grain reserves. The arrival of these grain
imports coincided with the record crop of 1973, so that reserves
were replenished. Therefore emergency grain imports on the
scale of 1972-1973 are not likely in the immediate future.

DECLASSI FIIEDY DECLASSI FI EE -

_ 14, Although the value of Soviet wheat exports increased by
34.1% in 1973, the actual tonnage exported increased by only 7.8%.
This was accounted for by a 24.4% increase in the ton-price of
Soviet wheat exports. Thus, while the Soviet Union was buying
wheat at around $66 per ton, it was selling it at a price 50%
higher. The major recipients of Soviet grain exports were East
Germany, Cuba, Poland, and Czechoslovakia; with smaller amounts
going to Afghanistan, North Xorea, Morocco and Finland (Table 7).

(1) Soviet grain trade statistics did not appear in 1972, but are
now available (see Tables & and 7).
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SOVIET WHEAT TRADE, TON-PRICES

1972 1973
. (US dollars per ton)

Wheat exports (Total) 74.69 102.93
Wheat imports (Total) 63.33 66.05
From:

Canada 66.37 68.73

USA 59.22 64.99

France 61.2L4 63,34

15. Wheat was the largest component of Soviet grain exports
(86,4%), with lesser amounts of barley (5.7%) oats (.4%) and
corn (7.5%).

Raw Materials of Animal and Plant Origin

16. While the commodity group '"raw materials of animal and
plant origin® did not experience such substantial gains as some
other groups (21.8% for exports and 16.6% for imports) its
absolute size makes it importent. A partial breakdown is given
in Table 8. The two most important sub-groups are forest products
(cut and uncut timber, pulp and paper, etc.) and textile raw
materials. Major growth was ex.erienced in exiorts of forest
products and imports of textile raw materials.

17. 1In the forest products (Table 9), uncut timber exports
rose by 61.7% (of which 28.9% was the result of volume increases)
cut timber exports rose by 20,9% (of which 18.0% was the result
of volume increases) and other wood product exports increased by
smaller amounts (glued plywood, 18.9%; paper, 9.9%; cardboard,
11.6%, etc.). In textile raw materials the large increase was
in the importation of fine wool (up 320.4% of which only 30.9%
was the result of an increase in the physical volume of imports).
The largest single supplier of wool to the Soviet Union is
Australia, which increased its surplus with the Soviet Union
in 1973 largely because of these price increases.

NATO,
1110 Brussels.
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TABIG 1: SOVIET TRADE, BY MAJOR COMMODITILS

Machines and Equipment  Ixports

Fuels, Minerals
Raw Materials

Imports

Iixports
Imports

Chemicals, Fertilizers, Ixports

and Rubber

Building Materials
and Parts

Raw Materials of

Imports

Ixports
Imports

Ixports

Plant and Animal Origin Imports

(except Food)

ILive Animals IExports

Imports
Raw Materials for Ixports
Foodstuffs Imports
Foodstuffs Ixports

Imports
Industrial Consumer Ixports
Goods and Goods

N.E.S.

Imports

1972 1973

Zﬁziiions or rouble

3,005.6  3,448,1
Ly609ek  5,337.5

1,685.9  5,701.8
1,262.6  1,70L.

393.0
635.8

Ll o9
109.7

L3%e3
661.5

69.6
111.9

1,367,9 1,666,1
9714'.8 11136'6

00.0
245

311.7

00.0
340

3934

lplzl}alb 1156101

363,49

L21.5

1,047.9  1,064.7

332.3

372.9

2,451.2  2,438.)

[
R

7, Increase
s)

RoON WO
L ] *
[o,3Ve] O N [oNe]

W N O

12,2
- .1 (Decrease)

* Commodities grouped according to classification
of Soviet "Unified Trade Terminology of
External Trade' Methodology.
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$ TABIE 2: SOVIET MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT

% EXPORTS, MAJOR RECIPIENTS

4 Country 972 W3 % Change

z (Millions of Roubles)

w Bulgaria 505.5 5283 Ld5

s East Germany 309.1 LLOuk 4245

- Poland 272.2 347.0 2745

8 Czechoslovakia 223.0 270.1 21.2

9) Hungary 228.9 22L,8 ~1,7

a) Cuba 16444 177.8 842

O Romania 105.6 177.4 17.8

0—:0)' UAR 129.1 160.9 2.7

o Mongolia 116.0 132.9 4.5

@ TABIE 3: SOVIET MACHINGRY AND EQUIFMENT

; TMPORTS, MAJOR SOURCES

g Country 1972 1973, ¢ Change

AN Bast Germany ~  1,206,7 1,30h6 7.2

a Czechoslovakia ~ 680.6  709.8 L3

0 Poland 513.3 605 .8 13,0

a Bulgaria 418.3 53249 27 o

é Hungary L3L A 501.6 15.5

H West Germany 302,6 382,7 26,5
U.SeA, L7.6 168.6 253.9
Yugoslavia 198.8 159.8 2L b
Romania 131.7 154,41 17.0
Ttaly 120, 7.5 22.5
Finland 71.1 141.2 98.4
France 131.7 1.2 73

\N AZXO
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TABIE 4: SOVILT TRADE, OIL AND PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

1972
Exports, Crude 0il: Millions of Tons 76.2
Millions of Roubles 1,097.7
Roubles/Ton AV
Petroleum Millions of Tons 30.8
Products
Millions of Roubles  566,2
Roubles/Ton 18,38
Imports, Crude Oil: Millions of Tons 7.8
Millions of Roubles 11,2
Roubles/Ton 14,26
Petroleum Millions of Tons 1.3
Products
Millions of Roubles L6.1
Roubles/Ton 35,46

1973
8543
1,345¢9
15.77
33.0
1,057.1
32,03
13,2
220.3
16.69
1.5

519

34,60

20 Change

11.9
22,6

9.

Tl
86.7
The3
69,2
98.1
17.0
5.4
12,6
2y

Note: ‘"Petroleum products" is a heterogeneous category (made up
The ton-price is a weighted
average and provides only a rough indication of price changes

of gasoline, kerosene, etc).

from one year to another,
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Receiving Country

Czechoslovakia
Tast Germany
Poland
Bulgaria
Cuba

Hungary
Finland
Ttaly

West Germany
France
Yﬁgoslavia
Sweden
Netherlands

Belgium

0 UNCLASSIFIED
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TABLE 5: SOVIET EXPOI[TI’S , OIT. AND PLRTROLEUM PRODUCT'S ., SELLECTED COUNTRIES -
:(Ll\?h?.::la.lions g27?iolb1es) i %D?I,izilions ig'?%ons) ](IZZibles pi.z?%org %%Zilars p:ézr]%on)
205 235 | 12,9 k3 1635 16.39 1978 21.96
1618 e8| L5 13.0 .09 1423 17,05 19.07
182.2 21,0 11.1 12.3 16.L6 17 .31-‘,. 19.92 23 .24
ns.6 W57 79 9.3 14,92 14.56 18.05  19.51

92.2  1lh.2 e 7.4 1312 1534 15.88  20.56

93.8  112.9 L55 6.3 16.95  17.9% 20.51  24,.04
162.1 221.8 \ 8.6 10.0 18.78 22,11 18.78 29.63
108.9  153.0 § s 8.7 12.93  17.70 15.65  23.72

88.9  2W.1| | E 6.2 5.9 .34 36.59 17.35  49.03

B3 Lo, L 3 5.4 107 17.00 17.02  22.78

51.3 99.3 L3 3.9 15.10  25.53 18427 34.21

58,0 58.3 \ ' Lok 342 13.31 18.11 16.11 24,27

40.2 135.6 L 2 3.2 16.55 42,11 20.03 - 56.43

357 68.6 R L.18 51,07 17,06 55.03

Loy
N i
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Total Grains: Millions

VWheat,

Barley

Qats

Corn

NATO UNCLASSIFIED
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TABIE 6; SOVIET TRADE, GRAINS
EXPORTS IMPORTS
1972 1973 1972 1973

of Roubles 271.8 35945 75362 1,146.1
Millions of Tons L6 449 15.5 23,9
Millions of Roubles 240,1  322,1 542140 7493
Millions of Tons 3.9 L2 8.1 15,2
Roubles/Ton 61.73 76.81 53 o5 49.30
Millions of Roubles 12,9  15.5 1015 97.7
Millions of Tons <29 027 2.6 1¢9
Roubles/Ton Ly o148 57.41 3904 5142
Millions of Roubles ol 1.3 - -
Millions of Tons ,003 .02 -~ -
Roubles/Ton 52,13 65,00 - -
Millions of Roubles 12.4 20,6 179.9 23048
Millions of Tons 25 37 Ll 5y
Roubles/Ton L9.60  55.67 L3 487 L2247
Millions of Roubles - - Loy 63.6
Millions of Tons - - ol 1.3
Roubles/Ton - - L3 7L L8.9L
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TABLE 7: SOVIET TRADE, WHEAT
1972 1973 1972 1973 1972 1973
(i1lions of US  (Millions of (US Dollars
IMPORTS FROM: Dollars) Tons ) Per Ton)
Canada 261.',‘6 21-4»3 -3 3 099 3 -5l+ 66067 68 -73
UsS.A, 14247 639.6 2.41 9.8, 5922 64499
France 3340 21.8 - 5L Jh 61,24 63.34
THOUSANDS OF THOUSANDS OF US DOLLARS PER
EXPORTS TO: , US_Dollars TONS TON
Afghanistan N.A, N,A, 0,0 12,1 N.A. N.A.
Fast Germany 78,600 76,202 1,047.9 879.0 74458 86.70
North Korea 3,11, 17,039 156.,6 181.8 8374 93.73
" Cuba 30,239 29,756  136.6  419,8 62.00  70.89
_ Morecco  1,63L 6,289 20,0 69.5 . _ 81,68 . 909 1w
~ “Poland -~ T UTTTUUUTTUUZLL06 789,298 95605 96049 76.75  92.93
~——~Finland 7142 607 9.3 5.1 79.75  119.09
Czechoslovakia 70,347 63,855  898,0 759.8 7834 84,03
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TABLE 8: SOVIET TRADE IN RAW MATERIALS
OI' PLANT AND ANIMAI, ORIGIN
(EXCEPT FOOD)
1972 973 b Change*
(Millions of Dollars)
TOTAL Exports 1,654.1 2,232,6 21.8

Imports 1,146.8 1,522k 16.6
Timber, Pulp Exports 939.8 1,367.5 3144
and Paper

Imports 287.7 33543 Y
Textile Fxports 584.,.3 690,8 647
Raw Materials ‘

Imports 531.0 771.0 31.1
Furs, Pelts Exports 7549 © 92,9 10,6
and Ieather

Imports 112,3 177.8 43,0
Seed Grains and Exports 20.5 24,9 9.6
Planting Materials

Imports 101.8 61.9 -55.1
Essential Oils, Exports 7.8 13.9 62,3
Exotic Resins,
and Medicinal " Imports 15.7 2541 L3 .6
Raw Materials
Fats and Exports 3.6 3k -16.1
Industrial QOils

Imports 16.9 2L ol 29.8

Note: The breakdown gives only the major items and therefore will
not sum to the total.

* Diséounting the change in the exchange rate between
1972 and 1973.
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TABIE 9: SOVIET EXPORTS OF SELECTED WOOD PRODUCTS

1972 1973 % Change*

(Millions of US Dollars)
Round Timber 30545 ST o3 | 61.7
Sawn Timber 379.9 499 .4 2049
Glued Plywood 41,1 5L.3 18,9
Cellulose Sulﬁhite 51.6 56.7 _ -.07
Paper 89.3 108,7 9.9
Cardboard 3547 hlp .09

*  Discounting the change in the exchange rate between
1972 and 1973. \
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