
ORIGINAL: FRENCH ', , . 

i ,, ~ 

8th February, 1977 - 
DECISI ON SHEET 
AC/127-R/534 

ECONOMIC COMMITTEE 

Meeting he ld   a t  NATO Headquarters, 1110 Brussels 
on ; ursda 

DECI SI ON SHEEZ 

The COMMITTEE: 

noted  that   the United Kingdom Delegation 
would  be informing it of  the outcome of 
the work of the Working  Group of the lfNine'l 
on the CSCE (meetings on 3rd, 4th and 
11th February)  particularly with respect 
t o  the  possible  submission by the Community 
countries  in  Belgrade of new proposals 
within  the framework of Basket Two ; 

noted,  furthermore, a statement by the 
Netherlands  Representative  outlining his  
Authoritiest  preliminary views on the 
suggestions  contained i n  the  United  States 
Delegation's  note  dated  20th  January; 
noted,   in   par t icular ,   that   these views 
formulated p r io r  t o  the meeting o f  the Wine" 
on the  CSCE d id  no t   re f lec t   the   o f f ic ia l  
Netherlands  position and  were simply an 
in i t ia l   cont r ibu t ion  t o  the Committee's 
discussion of the United States  proposals; 

likewise  noted  the German Author i t i e s '   i n i t i a l  
reaction t o  these  proposals,  currently  the 
subject o f  a detai led study i n  Bonn the outcome 
of  which would  be reported t o  the Committee by 
the German Representative  in due course; 

agreed t o  continue this discussion  a t  i t s  
next  meeting. 

_ N A T O  R E S T R I C T E D  
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References: ED/EC/77/10 
~C/l27-R/533, Item III 

The COMMITTEE: 

(1) noted the comments by the United States,  
French and Gerrmm Representatives 
speaking i n  that order, on the   d raf t  
Agenda suggested by the  International 
Staff  ; 

(2) noted that these comments  would  be taken 
in to  account i n   t he  forthcoming  preparation 
of the  revised  version(1).  

III. PREPARATION OF UNCLASSIFIED VERSIONS OF COUNCIL REPORTS 

Documents: ED/EC/77/2 
ED/EC]77)7 
C-M(76)2 

References: C-l4(64)114 
C-R(76)47, paragraph 72 

The CONMITTEE : 

noted a statement by the French Representative 
conveying h i s  Authorit ies’ views on the  general 
problem of declassif icat ion of NATO documents 
and their  reservations  concerning  the  declassi- 
f ica t ion  of Economic  Committee pa ers  (except 
when otherwise  decided by Council 7 ; the French 
Authorit ies  believed  that   the Committee must 
remain f i r s t  and foremost a forum f o r  the 
exchange of information drawn from special  o r  
privileged  sources!  (particularly  mere  the 
economies of  the  Eastern  countries were 
concerned) ; 

(2)  noted  furthermore,  as  regards  draft ED/EC/77/2 
t h a t  comments  would be  submitted by the French 
Representative when t h i s  paper came before 
the Council; 

~ - ~ 
~ ~~ ~~~ ~ 

(1) ED/EC/77/10(Revised) dis t r ibuted on  2nd February, 1977 
~- 
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on the i n i t i a t i v e  o f  the  Netherlands 
Representative, had a general exchange of  
views on t h i s  matter and noted  the Chairman's 
reninder of the  guidelines  laid down by the 
Council f o r  the declassif icat ion of the 
report  on Soviet  defence  spending; 
noted the views expressed by the  Netherlands 
and the German Representatives,   in  that  
order, who were in  favour o f  more declassi- 
f i ca t ion  while  remaining  conscious o f  the 
par t icu lar  problems which this couid p o s t  
f o r  individual  countries; 

( 4 )  noted i n  th i s  connection  that  the United 
States and German Representatives  could 
agree t o  the three  unclassified  versions 
proposed a t  reference above whereas the 
Canadian Representative wished t o  have 
further  time  in  order t o  obtain h is  Authorit ies '  
views on this matter; 

(5) agreed that   unless   object ions were received 
by the International Staff before the  next 
meeting,  the  unclassified  version o f  the 
report  on defence  spending would be regarded 
a s  approved by the Committee (subject t o  the 
amendments adopted at  the  previous  meeting) 
and forwarded t o  the Council i n  compliance 
with paragraph 72 of C-R(76)47. 

I V .  AP.FRECIATION OF THE ECONOMIC POSITION OF THE NATO AND 
Tm WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES UP TO 1984 

Documents: AC/127-1@/499 
AC/127-hrP/500 

A t  the  request o f  a number of  delegations which  had 

(1) agreed to  defer  discussion o f  the  reference 

(2)  noted tha t  i f  the  reports were t o  be sent 

not  yet   received  their   instructions,   the COMMITTEE: 

documents unt i l   the   next  meeting; 

t o  the Defence Planning Committee in..tirne, 
the Economic  Committee s examination of 
them  would have t o  be completed by i ts  
17th  February  meeting a t   t h e   l a t e s t .  
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-4- AC/127-R/534 

V. T W E  BETFJEED; THE NATO AND COiQlUNIST COUNTRIES I N  1975 
7Draft  13th  Report t o  the  Council) 

Document:  AC/127-W/497 

The CONMITTEE: 

(l) continued i t s  examination of  the above- 
mentioned draf t   repor t  and noted t h a t ,  
generally  speaking, it met w i t h  the  approval 
of most of the  Committee's members; 

(2)  noted that the German Representative hoped 
t o  be able t o  make detailed comments  on 
several   sections of the document at   the  next 
meeting. 

V I .  EXMANGES OF INFORMATION 

(a) Soviet Union 

The COMMITTEE noted  the  following  contributions: 

(1) from the Canadian Delegation on 

(i) the  Soviet economy i n  1976 (based on 
a r epor t  by the Canadian Embassy in 
Moscow) : 

(ii) the  Soviet   trade  deficit   during  the 
first nine months of 1976; 

(2)  from the  United Kingdom Delegation on the 
Soviet economic s i tua t ion   in  -1976 (based on 
a report  by the United Kingdom  Embassy in  
mscow) . 

(b) Bulgaria 

The COMMITTEE : 

noted  the  distribution of a paper from the 
Canadian Delegation  (based on a report  from 
the Canadian  Embassy's t rade  sect ion  in  
Vienna) on the  continuing  difficulty of 
obtaining  access t o  post-CSCE Bulgarian 
trade s t a t i s t i c s .  
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Communist Country Act iv i t ies  i n  the Third World 
(December 1976) 

The COMMITTEE: 

noted the d is t r ibu t ion  by the United Kingdon 
Delegation of  information on t h i s  subject. 

Egypt :  Si tuat ion in t h e  wake of  the  January 
disturbances 

The COMMITTEE: 

noted a contribution by the Canadian 
Representative  based on  a recent  report 
from the  Canadian Embassy i n  Cairo. 

China: Economic s i tua t ion  and outlook a t  the 
p d  of  1976 

The COMMITTEE: 

noted a contribution by t he   I t a l i an  
Delegation  based on a report from the  
I t a l i a n  Embassy i n  Peking. 

V I I .  NEXT PlEETING 

Thursday, 10th February, 1977 a t  10.15 a.m. 

NATO, 
1110 Brussels. 
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