
EXE.MPLAIRE 1 7  
N' 

COPY 
- 

Note by ' the  Acting Chairmm - 

w i l l  take  place, as agreed, on 20ti3. and 21st  February, 1975 a t  
the NATO Headquarters, Brussels. 

2. Members of the Econoclic  Committee are  requested t o  send, 
as soon as possible,  the names of y a r t i c i p n t s  t o  the  Secretar ia t .  

3.  Attached w i l l  be found the Agenda draf ted   in  the l i g h t  
o f  the Committee discussions cf Z3rd January, 1975 and whFch w i l l  
serve as  the  basis  f o r  discussion. 

The meeting of Heads of  Economic Intelligence  Services 

(Signed) O DEBUhiE 

NATO 
1110 Srussels. 
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. .  .. . .. . .  . 
' .I.. , . ' . 

klgell(?a ~ 

. .  

I. POINTS OF GENERAL INTEREST: ' 
. . ,  

. .  . . . .  .. . 

(a )  TG what extent   me  current  econonic  problexs becoming 
. . . (  major p.oli t ic&l  issues? How does this affe.ct   the  rôle 

. .  . .  of ecoaomic inteli igence? 
. I .  

( b ) .  That are the pl~ob:lcm,s i n   t he  econoaic area which currently 
, .  

. '  are  of pa r t i cu la r   i n t e re s t  t o  econon~ic intell igence? Are 
any d i f f i c u l t i e s  encountered in  co,ll.ecting  the  required 
data i n  this  connection? 

. . . , .  . ... , . . .. 
, .  

. ( c )  Th& is.. a gre.&er.:awareness i n  .'&ZO. o f  the  implications 
for:.de$ence  nnd.,xiiplomacy o f  economic. developments. This 
i s  :shb$vn by the. .Ministerizl  Meeting o f  Decmber 1974 and 
the,.ensuing  declara.tion.  In  consequence,  the  area o f  
i n t e r e s t  f o r  the   E i rec tora te ' s   ac t iv i t ies  w i l l ,  quite 
prqbably, hcve. t o  be  extended, . For instance it may,' have 

I .  

, to:. examine in   greoter : ,depth probiens such 3 s :  

- the economic and commercial r a l e  o f  the Soviet :,Union 
. ' i n  North Africa;, the Near East,  the  Persian:..%ulf and 

, .  . the  Indiar, Ocean; . .  
. .  . , .  . - a comparative  assessment o f  performances in.  ?Testern 

. ,  - periodic  .evaluation o f  availabiLity .to- the West,' i n  

economies, the Soviet Union end Eastern Europe and 
the   e f fec ts  on the  pol ic ies  of  the  areas concerned; 

l : '!. 
; *  ! 

the  s h o r t  md.. mecX.um term, o f  emrgy  (especbally 
imported  hydro-czrbons) ce:-tain raw materials and 

: bnsic.foodstuffs:   f luctuation i n  prices'b t r a n s p o r t  
, ,  cad f re ight , ,  rhythri-i o f  production i n  exporting  areas 

and r c t e  of  consumption i n  importing  camtries,  
. I . ;  rôle - actual  or gotent ia l  - o f  the USSR in   ce r t a in  

areas giving it. be t t e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  t o  i n t e r f e re  with 
flows o f  supplies. 

. . . .  
II. '. SPECIF-IC ISSUES 

, .  

(a).. Ih ,the  context o f  the  , tradit ionai  survey o f  Communist 
economies, i s  there  3 need f ,or  sector ia l   s tudies   (e .g .  
the coa l  industry  in  Pcland,  the s tea l  industry is the 
USSR; e tc .  ) ?  . .  

. .  . . 
. . .  

( b )  The evduat ion  o f  the  Spviet  defence  burden,  possibly 
by reference . t o  yardsticks  other  than  the.defence  vote 
only. 
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The energy  pattern. an6 probler;:~ 111 E&st  Xuropenn countries. 

The study of  the  baiance o f  payments o f  Communist countries. 
(On the  basis  cf  experience  gained i n  the pas t ,  i s  it the 
feeling that  such  exercises add substant ia i ly  t o  the under- 
standiag of the financial   posit ion of the Conmunis-k 
countr ies?   I f  so ,  on what procedure shouldt such  examination 
be established?) 

. .  

The re'cent  exanination of  the economies of Bulgaria, Ruinania 
and, Poland once more brought  'out  the  wcertainty' o f  Western 
estimates of :GNP of Cornmunist colmtrieso A special  meeting 
i s  t o  be held ' . in  1975 on th8.t  particular  matter. '  An input 
from as many capi ta l s  as  possible would be appreciated. 

Assessment of existing  Soviet  stocks of foodstuffs 
('esp,ecially  grains) and other c r i t i c d  . .  colmadities. 
The use  the  Soviet Union i s  l i ke ly  to"mnke o f  i t s  increased 
f i n n n c i d  nnd  econoIiiic  power in i t 5  dealings with the 
CONECON, the T h i r d  % o r l d ;  the N h T O  countries and the West 
generally. ' . '  (Wii.1 the Sovi 'e t  Unioh be .Less reluctant  than 

adhere t o  interna-cional  agreements on cummodities?) 

... ,. 

I in the   past . to ' join  cer ta in .   in ternnt ional   organizat ions and 

One'of the mzin tasks of  the  Economic-Committee i s  the 
provision of information t o  t he  rr.e@ei? countries. The f l G w  

:Of  contributions from economic inteLligence?  through  the 
-fielegations, iifiproves the quel i t7  o f  the  exchmges i n   t h e  
Committee. . In-  addition t o  basic  information, it i s  the 
evaluation ,of  specif ic   s i tuat ions which is. .'of particular1 
value t o  the. l i i l iance.  In  this connection,  inputs from 
delegations  are o f  particular  impor-hnce for. the work of 
the  International  Secretariat .  

A number of members of Intelligence  Serviues have spent 
a few weeks'with  the Economic 3 i rec tora te .  In  the   l i gh t  
of this' experïence it would seerc t h a t  it would be niore 
beneficial  i f  these   v i s i to rs  were t o  have a specif ic  task 
in  the  context o f  a pre-arranged p r o  jgct:  Conversely, it 
is  for consideration  whether  the  capitals would be prepared 
t o  i nv i t e  mmbers of the Directorate t o '  pa r t i c ipc t e   i n  
s tudies ,  for short periods, - t o  work' alongside  their  own 
experts  in  the  preparation o f  certain  studies.which, 
u l t i na t e lv ,  would  be presented . tc the Economic Committee. 

,. _. . . 
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III. 

IV. 

SPECIilL BRIEFING 

Briefing 
Militery Stcff on 
or, a j o i n t  basis, 
Pact. 

-4- LlC/l27-D/502(Revised) 

by 2. Tepresentztive of the International 
on 
o f  

in assessing, 
the Warsaw 
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