NOTICE OF VACANCY  - SECONDED NATIONAL EXPERT

1. Directorate general: Enterprise and Industry
Directorate: F-Tourism, CSR, Consumer Goods and International Regulatory Agreements
Unit: F.3 – International Regulatory Agreements and Toys’ Safety

Place: Brussels
Head of Unit: Jan Eric Frydman

Tel. +32-(0)2-296.75.51.
 Suggested taking up duty: 01. 03. 2013


Please note that the secondment will be governed by the Commission decision C(2008)6866 of 12/11/2008 laying down rules on the secondment to the Commission of national experts to the Commission. This decision is available on http://ec.europa.eu/civil_service/job/sne/index_en.htm  
2. Main areas of responsibility :

The Seconded National Expert (SNE) should be able to and contribute to the work of the unit by having a strong knowledge of the Toy Safety Directive, a throughout understanding of the legal and technical subtleties that characterise the toys market, the challenges faced by regulatory, conformity assessment and market surveillance authorities, manufacturers, importers, and distributors. The SNE will also have to handle the policy issues on toys related to consumers and their protection; an area closely followed by the media.

The SNE will, in cooperation with the other officials assigned to this working area, assist the Head of Unit and senior management of the Directorate and the DG in:
· Monitoring the implementation of the new Toy Safety Directive (2009/48/EC);

· Organising and participating in the meetings of the Experts Working Group on the Safety of Toys;

· Handling complaints and drafting replies to questions and inquiries from members of the European Parliament (MEPs);

· Maintaining regular contacts and exchanges of information with national public services and agencies, the standardisation and notified bodies as well as a wide  range of stakeholders;

· Coordinating, in cooperation with CEN and CENELEC, the standardization work; 
· Following up relevant community legislation applicable to toys, e.g. REACH, ROHS, EMC;

· Carrying out and responding to inter-service consultations;

· Providing the technical expertise necessary to conceive, structuralize and manage calls for tenders/proposals, including: the evaluation of tenders and the selection of contractors; the supervision of the contract execution; the verification of the deliverable goods or services before payment; the assessment of the outcome;
· Following up notifications on measure (safeguard clause procedures);

· Participating in international (bi- or multilateral) meetings involving cooperation with foreign governments on toy safety.
3. Main qualifications :

Excellent knowledge of all Community policies, legislation and initiatives relevant to toys; previous specific experience needed;

A thorough knowledge of the toys sector/industry, especially of its main characteristics and the key issues facing the industry, including market structure, regulatory systems, actors, stakeholders and other players; awareness of the current developments and main issues; proven capacity to acquire and make operational use of relevant data;

Excellent knowledge of the regulatory infrastructure for toys, including the technical requirements, standardization procedure, conformity assessment alternatives and market surveillance related to toys;

Good knowledge of the international players and legislators in the toy sector;
A relevant scientific background, e.g. in chemistry, preferably coupled with a solid experience in public law; 

Excellent drafting and presentation skills;
Negotiating and diplomatic skills;
Adequate IT knowledge of the current, computer-based tools and technology.

4. Languages:

Very good knowledge of English (oral expression and writing abilities at negotiation level). Good knowledge of other languages, especially French or German, would be an asset.
