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F O R E W O R D 
Back in July 2005, the Secretary-General of the United Nations set the start of the Alliance of Civilizations, acting on the initiative of the President of the Government of Spain, Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero and the Prime-Minister of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan.  
Nowadays, the Alliance of Civilizations has grown into an undertaking of global dimensions and prospects. A prime overall goal of the initiative is to widen mutual awareness, tolerance and understanding among broadest circles of UN Member States and the international community at large, as a counterpoint to the prescriptions of an inevitable “Clash of Civilizations”. 
 The Alliance of Civilizations initiative has a marked political character. Its themes are directly linked with issues pertaining to the good governance of cultural diversity, solution of conflicts stemming from cultural and religious differences, reaffirmation of pluralism and effective protection of human rights. This is the reason the Alliance of Civilizations should be construed as an instrument of preventive diplomacy, crisis management and post-conflict peace-building.   
At the political level the Alliance strives to foster contacts and dialogue among prominent political personalities, media executives, and civil society leaders. It should be noted that the Alliance does not strive to create alternative ways and/or duplicating mechanisms of negotiating processes under way in many places around the world. Rather than that, the Alliance seeks to bring about conditions propitious for successful advancement of political negotiations by mobilizing support at other levels as well.  
The preventive function of the Alliance of Civilizations is best revealed in its pursuit of setting up international networks having the potential to unite the efforts of States, non-governmental organizations, local authorities and others to meet the challenges facing modern societies. Due attention is devoted to the role of responsible journalism aiming at the promotion of education in a spirit of tolerance.  
 
The Alliance of Civilizations constitutes an effective tool for preventive action vis-à-vis the recruitment of volunteers to commit terrorist acts. Encouragement of dialogue among cultures, defense of human rights, support for democratization and economic prosperity should be construed as a firm contribution of this UN initiative to counteract terrorism. It should be noted that the AoC initiative is in consonance with the UN General Assembly resolution, adopted on 8 September 2006, entitled: Global Strategy to Fight Terrorism. In this resolution the General Assembly duly mentions its support for the Alliance and its key objectives. 
In the field of crisis management the AoC initiative aims at studying the opportunities for a constructive contribution by civil society organizations to develop projects for reducing the level of intercultural tension in various countries and regions. 
Post-conflict peace-building is a process through which the Alliance of Civilizations strives to contribute to the common effort to reaffirm the culture of peace and achieve sustainable economic development by helping to develop projects to increase the level of employment among youth of various cultural communities.  
The Alliance of Civilizations maintains and further strengthens the interaction, cooperation and exchange of information with kindred initiatives within the UN framework, like for instance the Dialogue among Civilizations, and the Tripartite Forum for Interfaith Cooperation for Peace. 
The Alliance of Civilizations is a project-oriented UN initiative designed to further partnerships with States, international and regional organizations, civil society and corporate sector organizations, sharing its vision for the future. The Alliance does not set itself the goal of fully executing projects in the field, or carrying out its own agenda of programs. Rather, it strives to rationalize, ameliorate and expand ongoing activities.  
І.   STRATEGIC OUTLOOK AND DIECTIONS OF WORK 
1. GOALS OF BULGARIA`S PARTICIPATION
Bulgaria has lent its full support to the Alliance of Civilizations initiative ever since it was launched. In March 2007 Bulgaria joined the Group of Friends. A high level and top level dialogue was established with the High Representative, when he visited Bulgaria in 2008 at the invitation of the Prime Minister. At the First and Second Annual Forum of the Alliance of Civilizations Bulgaria was represented at high political level and took an active part in the work of the Alliance’s Group of Friends.  

The causes and arguments underlying Bulgaria’s active participation in the AoC initiative retain their importance at the present stage as well. Determining the methods and resources applicable for reaching our overall goals is a matter dealt with in this Concept and Plan of Action, which have been prepared on the basis of the experience from the initial stage of Bulgaria’s participation in this UN initiative.
        
It should be duly noted that Bulgaria’s participation in the Alliance of Civilizations is intended to represent a tangible contribution to the global international effort to promote understanding and cooperation among different cultures. Bulgaria spares no effort to bring about an international environment propitious for strengthening international peace and security, cooperation for development aid and enjoyment of human rights.   
 Consequently, Bulgaria’s participation in the initiative is expected to preserve and further strengthen the best traditions of the Bulgarian people and its cultural-historic heritage, and also to exert a precious preventive influence to counter negative foreign phenomena and populist xenophobic appeals.  


  Bulgaria is a country with confirmed traditions of tolerance in the relations among representatives of different ethnic groups and religions. There are several brilliant examples in Bulgarian history, like for instance the sheltering of Armenian refugees in the wake of World War I, and the saving of Bulgarian Jews during World War II. 
   Bulgaria’s new status as boundary of the European Union and the responsibilities ensuing from it require that Bulgaria fulfils a new role as bridge, rather than as barrier between Europe and adjacent regions. One of the ways to accomplish this is by actively participating in projects designed to achieve the goals listed in the Joint Plan of Action between the Alliance of Civilizations and the European Union. Bulgaria’s position rests on the understanding that achieving the goals of the Alliance of Civilizations in the Mediterranean will have an overall positive impact on inter-cultural understanding in other regions, hence globally. 
   Bulgaria is unique in the region of South Eastern Europe as a country which has accomplished its transition to a modern democratic society peacefully, without violence. Its active involvement with the goals of the Alliance of Civilizations is one of the best ways to spread knowledge about our experience in promoting inter-cultural dialogue and peaceful co-existence, serving as a useful example for other countries. Bulgaria’s contribution to international efforts to regulate regional crises, the Kosovo problem in particular is largely linked to the preservation of cultural heritage and the monuments of culture themselves. 
   Another paramount goal of Bulgaria’s participation in the UN initiative Alliance of Civilizations is turning intercultural dialogue into an agenda item for the cooperation in South Eastern Europe and the Black Sea region. Bulgaria strives to put into effect an active, result-oriented partnership between regional structures and the Alliance of Civilizations.  

  Efforts to promote inter-cultural dialogue should not be focused just on relationships between Western States and States with predominantly Islamic population. The cultures in the Far East, rich in diversity, traditions and practices for thousands of years, have their own role and importance in today’s world, therefore in universal initiatives such as the Alliance of Civilizations. In this context Bulgaria intends to increasingly partake in projects and initiatives on inter-cultural dialogue within the framework of the Asia-Europe informal meetings, and the Asia-Europe Foundation.  
2.
 KEY OBJECTIVES 
2.1 Youth;
2.2 Education and Research; 
2.3 Migration; 
2.4 Media; 
2.5 Local Authorities; 
2.6 Corporate Sector;


2.1 Youth 
The Alliance of Civilizations is called upon to broaden the opportunities for communication among the young people of different ethnicities and religious creed. The various activities within this UN initiative will surely widen their cultural outlook by exposing them to the achievements of the world’s civilizations, by encouraging them to adopt internationally accepted standards in the field of human rights as their own basic system of values. On its part, youth exchange through educational, cultural and sports programs will naturally translate increasingly into better communication among young people and a higher sense of civil responsibility.  


2.2 Education and Research
The Bulgarian participation in the Alliance of Civilizations aims at achieving major improvements in the education and upbringing of young generations in a spirit of tolerance and respect for cultural traditions.  
At the same time this UN initiative is expected to favour a larger Bulgarian participation in international research networks encompassing universities and centers of European and Mediterranean countries. Bulgaria has at its disposal a sizeable scientific potential in the field of research in cultural interactions, particularly in Eastern studies. A telling example in this respect is the fact that the Bulgarian group ranks fifth in numbers among the members of the European Association of Arabists and Islamists. The Balkanistics Institute to the Bulgarian Academy of Science occupies a central place in research projects on the Balkans and the Eastern Mediterranean. Existing traditional contacts and broadly acquired experience, coupled with skillful and competent use of the new possibilities for scientific work, are a good prerequisite for the successful integration of the Bulgarian academic community in projects involving the Alliance of Civilizations.
2.3 Migration  

The Bulgarian participation in this UN initiative is expected to strongly contribute to neutralize possible negative societal postures towards and within the circles of migrant communities, mainly with regard to migrants from Moslem countries. 
2.4 Media
             It is expected that Bulgaria’s participation in the Alliance of Civilizations will encourage a public debate at large on the problems, challenges and opportunities standing in the way of inter-cultural co-existence.  
           The participation of Bulgarian media experts in the Alliance of Civilizations UN initiative will certainly boost its informational coverage and expand the scope of its thematic treatment. Another valuable positive result from the participation in the Alliance of Civilizations is the enhancement of media literacy and the encouragement of responsible journalism. 
            2.5 Local Authorities  
The involvement of local authorities as partners is of utmost importance to achieve the goals of the Alliance of Civilizations. Having in mind the positive Bulgarian experience in the development of good governance initiatives, the Alliance of Civilizations can be of precious assistance in broadening this practice to specific areas, thus contributing to build up the administrative capacity of local authorities to solve the problems of co-existence among different ethnic and religious communities in large cities and in mixed population districts. .

              2.6. Corporate Sector 
Enlisting the Bulgarian corporate sector as partner to the initiative is considered as being of topical importance. We believe that its realization will constitute an asset to the overall goals of the Alliance of Civilizations.  
3. FUNCTIONS 

At this Second Annual Forum, the Alliance of Civilizations is firmly set on its course to reaffirm its role, both at the global scale and within the United Nations framework, as bridge builder and platform for contacts among personalities and organizations, willing to do their best to build confidence and understanding among different communities. On the strength of shared aspirations and mutually beneficial partnerships, the Alliance of Civilizations is called upon to serve as catalyst in the development and launching of innovating projects targeted at reducing the processes of polarization among cultures. In this sense the Alliance of Civilizations can act as a prized source for access to information and good practices to be used by State institutions and non-governmental organizations to realize concrete projects.    


Functions of the MFA-based Coordination Unit for participation in the Alliance of Civilizations and relevant projects. 

3.1. Ensuring patronage and/or auspices: the Coordination Unit undertakes steps as necessary to provide the support of the Alliance of Civilizations for a specific project.  Given the availability of certain requirements, a given project could be made to enjoy patronage and/or auspices on the part of State and/or governmental leaders of the Republic of Bulgaria, ministers and deputy ministers. A sine qua non condition is that the targets of the projects be fully consonant with those of the Alliance of Civilizations. 

3.2. Serving as catalyst: The Alliance provides assistance for developing ideas and launching projects, and by motivating States, non-governmental organizations and the corporate sector to participate accordingly. This kind of assistance can also take the form of initial investment in human and financial resources, whereby a given idea can be elaborated up to a stage at which other interested reliable partners may carry it further on. In keeping with these functions, the Coordination Unit will be seized with the task of stimulating help, as needed, from foreign sources, e.g. from the AoC Secretariat, as well as to assist in the formation of groups by interest or to disseminate information on the ways and means to embark on activities pursuing the goals of the Alliance..


3.3. Assistance in the execution of projects. The Secretariat of the Alliance of Civilizations can be of valuable assistance in the fulfillment of a given project partially or entirely, serving as mediator or negotiator on behalf of a partner organization which will bear the main responsibility for the realization of the project. In a similar way the MFA-based Coordinating Unit can become involved with a national project meeting the needed criteria, by interceding for it at the initial phase and taking it to a certain point or up to its final stage.   


3.4 Project Monitoring: The Alliance of Civilizations can bring to fruition a given project in its entirety, but, keeping in mind the limited resources available such an event may happen only with respect to initiatives of decisive importance.  

The MFA-based Coordination Unit will focus its efforts on the realization of national projects of key importance. But even then the Ministry of Foreign Affairs will exert efforts to find reliable partners to take on themselves part of the responsibilities incumbent to the project. 
       4. PARALLEL INITIATIVES AND PROCESSES OF POTENTIAL IMPORTANCE FOR THE BULGARIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE ALLIANCE OF CIVILIZATIONS
4.1
National reports of the Republic of Bulgaria on the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

4.2
Activities of the National Association of Municipalities in Bulgaria. 
4.3 
Activities of the Commission on the Protection from Discrimination;

4.4 
Activities of the National Committee for UNESCO; 
4.5 
Participation by the Republic of Bulgaria in  The year 2009: European Year for Creativity and Innovation. 

4.6     Working program of the State Institute for Culture. 
ІІ. PROGRAM ACTIVITIES  
1. PARTICIPATION IN AoC-RELATED FOR A AND MEETINGS
1.1 Annual forums of the initiative 
Bulgaria will take part in annual forums to be convened by the High Representative of the UN Secretary-General and the Government of the host-country. As a rule, Bulgaria will strive to participate at higher political level. Due assistance will be provided for participation by Bulgarian non-governmental organizations or personalities, involved at national level with various goals of the initiative, in relevant segments of the forum’s program. 

1.2 Participation  in meetings of the Group of Friends
Bulgaria takes part in the work of the Group of Friends in its different formats, by drafting proposals and reports on activities on the Agenda of these meetings. 
1.3 Participation in meetings of the initiative’s National Coordinators/Focal Points
The Bulgarian National Coordinator will take part in meetings organized by the High Representative for the initiative’s Focal Points, both in regional and thematic formats.  

 
1.4 Interaction with members of the High Level Group and Goodwill Ambassadors of the Alliance of Civilizations. 
Bulgaria will maintain contacts and convey invitations to distinguished personalities closely involved with the Alliance of Civilizations for working visits to Bulgaria, for the purpose of enhancing the awareness of the UN initiative among the Bulgarian public-at-large.
2.  PROJECT DEVELOPMENT AND REALIZATION
2.1 AoC Projects and joint pilot projects 
 
The Bulgarian participation in the UN initiative will include optimal forms of close involvement with projects managed or realized with a decisive involvement by the AoC Secretariat. .   
      2.2  International Projects 

The MFA-based Coordination Unit will strive to disseminate information on proposals for joint projects with foreign participation and to encourage interested Bulgarian partners to take up initiative. 

2.3 National  Projects 

A fundamental goal of Bulgaria’s participation in the Alliance of Civilizations is to assist in the drafting and realization of projects, meeting the initiative’s goals. Nationally, the attention will be focused on the institutionalization of cooperation concerning the Bulgarian society as a whole.   

 Of particular importance will be the dissemination of good practices of co-existence in large towns and cities with territorially defined concentrations of ethnic communities, as ell as in smaller mixed population settlements.  

3. Communication strategy  


The Alliance of Civilizations initiative has elaborated a three-level communication strategy:  

(1) Disseminating broad knowledge about the initiative and raising the level of societal support for its goals through optimal use of the prestige of distinguished personalities who have associated its name with it.  

(2) Drawing the attention of interested circles to the programs and projects of the Alliance.  

(3) Facilitating the media coverage of AoC-related activities.

The Alliance’s Communication Strategy will be in conformity with approved messages and glossary for public communication on themes on radical religious currents. 
Bulgaria values both the mentioned strategy and the work for further improvement of its image in connection with its participation in the Alliance and the good use of the opportunities afforded by the media component. Of particular priority for Bulgaria is the project to build and maintain a national internet site about the Bulgarian participation in the initiative (initially in the form of page on the internet site of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Such a site is the most appropriate mechanism for exchange of good practices. 
ІІІ. INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURE 

The management of Bulgaria’s participation in the initiative is put into practice as follows: 
1.  Political Governance 
The Bulgarian participation in the Alliance is carried out by the Minister for Foreign Affairs.  
The Minister and the Deputy Foreign Minister he has entitled, accordingly, maintain the political dialogue with the High Representative and the UN Secretary-General on themes pertaining to the Alliance of Civilizations. Together they supervise the Bulgarian contribution for future trends.
2.    Public Board on the participation of the Republic of Bulgaria in the United Nations initiative Alliance of Civilizations. 
2.1  Membership on the Board is assigned for representatives of the academic community, closely involved with the initiative, whose professional activities deal with research on the issues of inter-cultural dialogue. 
2.2   The basic functions of the Board are as follows: :

            2.2.1 Performing coordinating functions with respect to activities of the various working groups; 

2.2.2  Assisting the regular review and updating of the Framework Document. ; 
2.2.3  Rendering expert assistance in the drafting of projects and programs to be realized within Bulgaria’s participation in the initiative. 

3.    Working group consisting of the heads of Bulgarian diplomatic representations in the Kingdom of Spain, the Republic of Turkey, and the permanent representatives of the Republic of Bulgaria to the United Nations, the Council of Europe, and UNESCO. 
4.      MFA-based coordination unit and National Coordinator 
Under the supervision of a Deputy Foreign Minister, a Coordination Unit is functioning at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, headed by a National Coordinator. Working for initiative is part of the duties and working plans of diplomatic and technical staff in the UN and Global issues Directorate at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Additional help for the Coordination Unit can be obtained from trainees working on voluntary basis. 
6.     Partnerships 
            6.1 The various measures and activities described in this Framework Document have to be coordinated with interested State and Governmental institutions. 
   6.2 The Coordinating Unit maintains informational exchange with the Secretariat of the Alliance of Civilizations and with partners of academic circles and the non-governmental sector. The Unit is also in charge of maintaining and updating a page about the Alliance of Civilizations at the internet site of the Bulgarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (jointly with the directorate in charge of Public Relations).
   7.  Result assessment mechanism  
The assessment of the various projects’ efficiency is performed periodically by the supervising Deputy Foreign Minister. 
PART TWO :
PLAN OF ACTION 
CONCERNING
THE UN INITIATIVE ALLIANCE OF CIVILIZATIONS 
СONTENT:
І. ACTIVITIES AT NATIONAL SCALE
1. Rendering assistance for carrying out adequate activities to governmental bodies with competences in areas corresponding to the goals of the Alliance of Civilizations  
2. Inclusion of themes of the Alliance of Civilizations in activities of local authority bodies, corresponding to Alliance of Civilizations’ goals
3. Cooperating with Universities and civil society organizations closely involved with issues in tune with the goals of the Alliance of Civilizations. 
ІІ. FOREIGN POLICY DIMENSIONS OF AoC-related ACTIVITIES 
1. Providing the support of Bulgaria to the Alliance of Civilizations activities within  international organizations.
2. Providing the support of Bulgaria to the initiative Alliance of Civilizations in strengthening its regional dimensions and partnerships.
3. Bulgaria’s bilateral cooperation with countries closely involve wit the AoC.
 ІII. PROSPECTS  
І.  ACTIVITIES AT THE NATIONAL SCALE  
1. Rendering assistance for carrying out adequate activities to governmental bodies with competences in areas corresponding to the goals of the Alliance of Civilizations; 
1.1. Presenting the initiative Alliance of Civilizations to the participants of the Round-Table entitled: „Christian and Moslem Civilizations in the Balkans, held in the  city of Haskovo, and at the Round-Table entitled “Christian and Moslem Culture in the Balkans, held in the city of Shoumen, as organized within the framework of the National Panel for Cooperation on Ethnic and Demographic Issues, and the Ethnic and Demographic Issues Directorate to the Council of Ministers, financed by Communication Strategy for the Republic of Bulgaria for 2009 ;

               1.2  Promoting the movie “Together in Bulgaria and Europe”, made within the project European Year of Intercultural Dialogue;
               1.3 Presenting the Alliance of Civilizations initiative at the annual Ethnic Folk Feast “Let’s Celebrate Diversity”, organized by the National Council for Cooperation on Ethnic and Demographic Issues. 
   1.4  Rendering assistance in the realization of the project entitled “The Multi-Ethnic Balkan City throughout the post-Byzantium period” developed by the “Ivan Duychev” Center for Slavic and Byzantine Studies and the State Cultural Institute.;
   1.5   Organizing, jointly with the State Institute for Culture, an exhibition about the “Sboryanovo” historic and cultural preserve, which contains exclusively important archeological monuments protected by UNESCO.

   1.6  Inclusion of information about the Alliance of Civilizations in electronic interactive products of the State Agency for Youth and Sports;
   1.7     Running an information campaign on the Alliance of Civilizations in Bulgarian cities through the Youth Information and Consultative Centers; 
   1.8  Publishing information on the Alliance of Civilizations Initiative on the electronic pages of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 
   1.9   Presenting the mobile Exhibit devoted to the 65th Anniversary of the Bulgarian Jews Saving, as organized jointly by the State Cultural Institute and the Bulgarian Jewish Studies Centre.
    1.10 Rendering assistance in the realization of the UNESCO-sponsored pilot project within the program “Living Human Treasures”, intended to promote preservation and development of non-material cultural heritage, e.g. cultural musical events, dances, rites and folk feasts.

    2. Inclusion of themes of the Alliance of Civilizations in activities of local authority bodies, corresponding to Alliance of Civilizations’ goals. 
                2.1   Assisting the participation of representatives of Bulgarian local authorities in the activities of United Cities and Local Governments. 
                2.2  Spreading awareness about the Principles of the 2007 Juju Declaration of United Cities and Local Governments, particularly those dealing with the Alliance of Civilizations and City Diplomacy.;


3. Cooperating with Universities and civil society organizations closely involved with issues in tune with the goals of the Alliance of Civilizations.
MEDIA 
3.1 Rendering assistance for imparting regional dimensions to the “Dimitar Peshev” Competitive Annual Journalism Award for Media Ethnic and Religious Tolerance, as founded jointly by the Inter-Ethnic Human Rights Initiative Foundation, the United Nations Development Office in Bulgaria, The Bulgarian News Agency, and the Faculty for Journalism and Mass Communication to the “Kliment Ohridsky” Sofia University.
3.2 Rendering assistance for the realization of the workshop series of the project “Re0inventing Balkans”, having the objective to increase the quality of media coverage of intercultural issues; 
3.3 Introducing the goals and projects of the Alliance of Civilizations to the participants in the first of the four open sessions of Discovery Campus, Sofia, May 2009, (actually the largest European program for teaching and promoting documentary co-productions;
3.4 Inclusion of the themes of the Alliance of Civilizations in the program of the XIX Annual Meeting of the European Journalism Education Association, scheduled for 15 May 2009 in Sofia. 
3.5 Inclusion of the themes of the Alliance of Civilizations in the program of work of the ХІІ-та International Science Conference entitled „Communication and Civilizations”, scheduled for 16-17 May, 2009 in Sofia, as organized by the Faculty of Journalism and Mass Communication of the “Kliment Ohridsky” Sofia University, the Journalism Education European Association, and the United Nations Development Program Office in Bulgaria.;
3.6 Rendering assistance in setting up in partnership with the Alliance of Civilizations of BALKANCOM - Balkan Countries Communication Chairs Network, as a future member of the world network of UNESCO-related Chairs on communication and public relations – ORBICOM. 
3.7 Introducing the goals and projects of the UN initiative Alliance of Civilizations to the audience of the Sofia University Radio „Classic FM Alma Mater”, and Sofia University Television „Alma Mater”;
3.8 Rendering assistance to the Inter-Ethnic Human Rights Initiative Foundation to realize its project to publish a research-based handbook on objective media coverage of ethnic issues (to appear in Bulgarian and English);
3.9 Providing guidance to Bulgarian experts on their participation in the media colloquium within the framework of the Asia-Europe informal meetings process;
3.10 Introducing to Bulgarian journalists, directors and producers the main projects of the Alliance of Civilizations, namely the Rapid Response Media Mechanism, the Online Platform for exchange of good practices in media literacy education, the Alliance Media Fund for movie and television productions assistance;
MIGRATION 
3.11 Organizing, jointly with the Youth Section of the United Nations Association in Bulgaria, special debate on the issues of migration, integration and racial discrimination /March 21, 2009/;
EDUCATION
3.12   Providing informational material about the Alliance of Civilizations for inclusion in the thematic courses for teachers and lecturers (module “Working in a multi-ethnic environment“), organized by the National Pedagogic Centre and the Euro-Partners 2007 Foundation;
3.13  Assisting in the dissemination and circulation of the publication entitled:  “Civilizations: Clash or Cooperation”, sponsored by the Euro-Partners 2007 Foundation and the Institute for Peace and Conflict Research, University of Grenada.;
3.14 Rendering assistance to the idea launched by “Kliment Ohridsky” Sofia University and New Bulgarian University to create an inter-disciplinary academic group  by students and experts coming from Bulgarian universities, involved in inter-cultural dialogue issues.;
3.15  Rendering assistance to the Philosophic Faculty of the “Kliment Ohridsky” Sofia University to conduct a seminar devoted to the Alliance of Civilizations;
3.16 Delivering lecture(s) on theme(s) dealing with the Alliance of Civilizations initiative to students of the Faculty of Journalism and Mass Communication of “Kliment Ohridsky” Sofia University.;

3.17  Rendering assistance to lecturers of Bulgarian universities for their participation in the V Inter-Religious Forum within ACEM, (Seoul, 23-25 September, 2009);
YOUTH 
3.18 Inclusion of the themes of the Alliance of Civilizations in the program of the Youth Meeting, devoted to the International Liberty of Expression Day  (May 3rd), organized annually by the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Journalism and Mass Communication to the Sofia University. 
3.19 Rendering assistance in the conduct of the Second Online Student Conference, organized by the “Kliment Ohridsky” Sofia University and the Iowa State University, devote to the inter-cultural dialogue.; 

3.20 Rendering assistance to youth organizations (e.g. the youth section of  the  United Nations Association in Bulgaria, and others) to organize debates on themes dealing with the issues of the Alliance of Civilizations;
3.21     Inclusion of the themes of the Alliance of Civilizations in the program of celebrations of the International Youth Day (August 12);
3.22    Rendering assistance for the participation by a Bulgarian representative in the Youth Inter-Cultural Camp (February 6-12  2009 , Thailand), organized as a follow-up of the decisions taken at the ASEM Summit;
CORPORATE SECTOR 
              3.23     Studying the opportunities for participation by Bulgarian investors in the Alliance of Civilizations project for a publication on the subject of “The Role of the Corporate Sector in Multi-Cultural Societies”; 
ІІ. FOREIGN POLICY DIMENSIONS OF AoC-related ACTIVITIES 
1. Providing the support of Bulgaria to the Alliance of Civilizations activities within  international organizations:

1.1 Participation in other initiatives within the framework of the United Nations, the goals of which are linked with those of the Alliance of Civilizations;
1.2 Participation in activities in the implementation of goals laid out in the Common Plan of Action between the Alliance of Civilizations and the European Union;
1.3 Participation in activities for the implementation of goals laid out in the Memorandum of Understanding between the Alliance of Civilizations and UNESCO;
1.4 Participation in activities for the implementation of goals laid out in the Memorandum of Understanding between the Alliance of Civilizations and the Council of Europe ;
1.5 Participation in activities of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, corresponding to the problems dealt with by the UN initiative Alliance of Civilizations;

2. Providing the support of Bulgaria to the initiative Alliance of Civilizations in strengthening its regional dimensions and partnerships:

2.1 Inclusion of the themes of the Alliance of Civilizations on the Agenda of the South Eastern Europe Cooperation Process /SEECP/;

2.2   Assisting in the conduct of negotiations between the Secretariat of the Alliance of Civilizations and the Permanent Secretariat of the Black Sea Cooperation /BSEC/  regarding opportunities for cooperation.  

2.3  Actively participating in forums within ASEM devoted to cooperation within the framework of Pillar Three, more specifically on the dialogue between cultures;  

2.4 Studying the possibilities for strengthening the components dealing with cooperation in the field of education in the realization of the EU Strategy for Central Asia;  
            2.5 Studying the opportunities for strengthening the components relating to migration and development in the realization of the Common Strategy EU – Africa; 
3.  Duly noting the importance of the UN initiative Alliance of Civilizations, e.g. in the field of cultural relations, in Bulgaria’s bilateral cooperation with countries closely involve wit the AoC;
             ІII. PROSPECTS 

  The proposed Concept and Plan of Action in the form of a Framework Document draw heavily on the experience gained over the first two years of Bulgaria’s participation in the Alliance of Civilizations initiative, and the successful results in the implementation of the First Plan of Action (2007 -2008). 
Consequently, the present Concept and Plan of Action seek to enhance the partnerships as created with and between relevant ministries, State agencies and non-governmental organizations, and to gradually expand the scope of this cooperation to include new partners. This is the most reliable way to achieve a fundamental goal of the Alliance of Civilizations projects, i.e. to permanently expand partnership networks. To make this vision come true the Concept and Plan of Action will continue to play the role of open-ended documents, open for amendments and updates with new information and new activities. This will be the way to ensure a most optimal participation by the Republic of Bulgaria in the Alliance of Civilizations initiative. 
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